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Racetrack given 
new life for next 
three years 


Kris DubS 
Times Staff 


The Fort Erie 
Racetrack has been given 
yet another chance. 

On Thursday, it was 
announced that the Fort 
Erie Live Racing 
Consortium, made up of 
representatives from the 
Town of Fort Erie, the 
Ontario Racing 

Commission and the 
Horsemen's Benevolent 
and Protective Agency, 
will lease the 112-year-old 
border oval from its own¬ 
ers Nordic Gaming as a 
non-profit organization. 
For the last three years a 
cloud of uncertainty has 
hovered over the track and 
it has been a struggle for 
its owners to operate with¬ 
out losing millions of dol¬ 


lars. For the next three 
years, the provincial gov¬ 
ernment will distribute 
$5.6 million in slots com¬ 
missions to the consortium 
and the Town will allocate 
$500,000 of its slot rev¬ 
enues to the track opera¬ 
tors if council votes in 
favour of doing so in the 

This is being considered 
a three-year pilot project 
that will also bring quar¬ 
ter-horse racing to Fort 
Erie, funded separately by 
the Ontario Racing 
Commission, with a 
planned minimum of 78 
race dates in 2010. In the 
first year of the lease 
agreement, Nordic will 
receive $100,000 and 
$650,000 in the two follow¬ 
ing years. 

continued on page 2 



CANDY CANES FOR CHRISTMAS 


Rose Seaton Public School grade two students Kadan Hannigan, front left, Armani Daymon, Kirsten Tice, Lachma 
Corrielant, Cooper Tice and Misty Kahgee performing for parents and teachers at the school’s Candy Cane Concert on 
Tuesday. 



cJ/iaJc Qaienda.’vl 

Chinese New Year’s - February 21, 2010 

‘The Year of The Tiger 
Tickets now available ^65 ^ per person 


Wishing You A Merry Christmas ,« 

„ M ,/ Oil/, <> lie XToin Vonvf Free Delivery on take-out orders over $50.00 in Crystal Beach, Ridgeway, Stevens* & 

UU.U r I uspvt UUA 1YKUJ IVUI. Black Creek. Take-out orders can be phoned in or emailed for large functions. 

98 NIAGARA BOULEVARD • FORT ERIE • 905 - 871-3970 
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Hubert says agreement the 
result of ‘a lot of hard 
work, by a lot of people’ 


continued from page 1 

"This is the result of a lot of hard work, by 
a lot of people, over a long period of time," 
said Jim Thibert, general manager of the 
Fort Erie Economic Development and 
Tourism Corporation at a press conference 
at the Leisureplex in front of many thankful 
horsemen and other people whose lives are 
directly impacted by the track. 

The Consortium will start its lease in the 
new year and work closely with Nordic until 
around June when a management team can 
be put in place. He said this needs to be a 
smooth operation for the next three years 
and if the facility's financial woes are still a 
problem by then, they could find themselves 
back at the starting gate. 

"There are no deeper pockets beyond 
this... we have what we have," said Thibert. 

Niagara Falls MPP Kim Craitor has been 
working closely with Thibert for the last 
three years during the track's financial strug¬ 
gles. After the press conference, Craitor told 
the Times he thinks this is the best solution 
for the Fort Erie Racetrack especially as a 


Gift Certificates ... 

fit great into anyone’s stocking! 


non-profit organization. He said this will 
allow for potential funding that wasn't previ¬ 
ously accessible to the track when it operat¬ 
ed as a private business, under the ownership 
of Nordic Gaming. 

"This opens the door to lots of other pos¬ 
sibilities for funding or grants," said Craitor. 

He is confident this is a strong business 
model and that it will bring a sense of renew¬ 
al to the track, allowing it to turn a profit 
instead of constantly losing money like it has 
in recent years. 

"What I'm hoping and what I believe, ii 
this agreement will ensure live-racing in Fort 
Erie not just for another three years, but for 
another 111 years," said Craitor. 

Mayor Doug Martin thanked everyone 
involved with working out the details of the 
agreement. He said the province hasn't been 
approached by a party simply looking for a 
handout to sustain live-racing at the track, 
but offered a list of solutions... and this is the 
one being received with the most interest. 

"This is the one option the province finds 
to be do-able," said Martin. 

The municipal government doesn't meet 
again until 2010, when the idea of 
continuing to provide $500,000 of 
slots revenues over the next three 
years will be discussed but Martin 
feels it will be accepted with open 


Fort Erie Economic Development and Tourism Corporation general manager 
Jim Thibert at a press conference on Thursday, giving details about a new 
agreement that will allow for the Fort Erie Racetrack to remain open for the 
next three years, operating as a non-profit organization. The provincial 
government has committed to $5.6 million for each of the upcoming live- 
racing seasons at the 112-year-old border oval. 


Introducing our New Name... 

Colour & Design Centre 

(formerly known as Color Your World) 
as of January 1st 


OraCare Dental 

(formerly Peace Bridge Dental Care) 

Dr. Siao Welcomes Two New Associates 

• Emergencies seen on the same day 


• We are now accepting new patients 

▼ 

• Extended evening and weekend hours 


• In office Dental Discount Program 

IW 


1233 Garrison Road, Fort Erie 

905 - 871-5061 


Fort Erie Location Niagara Falls Location 

905 - 871-5556 905 - 371-8885 

749 Garrison Road_7555 Montrose Road (Niagara Square Mall) 


Central Avenue 
United Church 

~ Christmas Services ~ 
Blue Christmas Service 

ii Wednesday, December 16 th 

7:00 pm 


“Encountering the Christ 
iH tll of Christmas" 

Sunday, December 20 111 

y _ 10:00 am 

Service of Communion 
& Fellowship 

Christmas Eve - 7:00 pm 
575 Central Avenue • Fort Erie 
905-871-3768 • www.centtalavenueunited.ca 
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News 


Capital budget adopted, despite concerns of councillors 


On Monday night, town council passed a by-law in 
favour of adopting its 2009 capital budget, despite 
strong concerns of Ward 3 Coun. Bob Steckley and 
Ward 6 Coun. Anne-Marie Noyes. 

When the $9,636,000 budget was first discussed by 
council and staff on Dec. 2, Steckley shared his con¬ 
cerns about a $50,000 Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Crystal Beach Development 
Project, saying the Town of Fort Erie should not be 
responsible for its cost and that it should be borne by 
the developer, the Burlington-based Molinaro Group. 

At the budget meeting, council voted separately on 
the specific item and Steckley's motion to have it 
removed from the Town's planned spending for 2010 
was defeated. 

On Monday, Steckley voted in opposition of pass¬ 
ing the capital budget through by-law even though he 
is satisfied with every other item it includes, but the 
Town paying for this study is something he continues 
to disagree with. 

"By leaving this piece in, you're forcing me to vote 
against the budget and I don't want to do that." 
Steckley said to the rest of council. 

Ward 6 Coun. Anne-Marie Noyes agreed with 
Steckley, saying the developer should be held respon¬ 
sible for this cost since the Town has already paid for 
a number of studies relating to the project like its 
neighbourhood plan and parking studies. 

"I would imagine the developer has used all the 
studies I've mentioned to make a decision in regards 
to this development," said Noyes. 


Interested in Starting Your Own Business 
or Expanding an Existing One? 


“By leaving this piece in, you're forcing me 
against the budget and I don't want to do that." 


-Ward 3 Coun. Bob Steckley 


After the meeting, Steckley said he still opposes 
the idea of the Town paying for the EIS, considering a 
list of studies have already been paid for by the Town, 
even though they were completed before the 
Molinaro Group expressed its interest in the project. 
He said the developer still benefits from the studies 
already conducted and in a private-public partner¬ 
ship, spending from both the developer and the local 
government should be equally distributed when it 
comes to appropriate studies that need to take place. 

"I don't believe the taxpayers should be footing 
the bill," Steckley said on Tuesday. 

He feels the local government has made a "fairly 
big contribution already" and is disappointed the 
majority of council voted in favour of the budget 

Rino Mostacci, the Town's director of planning and 
development estimates the Molinaro Group has spent 
about $150,000 since entering into a private-public 
partnership with the Town to develop lands at Bay 


Beach. He said they have paid for architectural draw¬ 
ings and site plans, a planning justification report, soil 
test analysis, a coastal engineering review among 

An EIS is required as part of the project's applica¬ 
tion to the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Mostacci said the subject lands aren't exclusive to 
where the development is proposed to be built. He 
said the EIS encompasses the beach lands which will 
remain public, with the possibility of expanding in the 

"There's more utility to the EIS beyond the site 
than there is on the site," said Mostacci. 

Ward 1 Coun and council's chair of corporate serv¬ 
ices Sandy Annunziata said after the meeting he is 
disappointed in Steckley and Noyes' decision to vote 
against the capital budget. There are 55 items includ¬ 
ed in the capital budget and Annunziata says voting 
against it "doesn't speak to their responsibility to the 
whole community" considering they were only 
opposed to one item. 

"When you turn your back on 54 very important 
issues just to service one special interest within the 
budget, I don't see that as being very responsible," 
said Annunziata. 

On Jan. 20th, budget deliberations will continue 
when the Fort Erie Public Library and Fort Erie 
Economic Development and Tourism Corporation's 
finances for 2010 will be discussed. 


Business Success & Li 


>BSLE 


- Business loans for both start-up and expansion 
business ventures throughout the Niagara Region 

- Business counseling 

- Business resource centre 

- Business plan development 

- Seminars and workshops 


Fv Conservative 




Flirt Fitness Workout Wear 
Now Available 
~ Tank Tops 

- Long & Short-Sleeved Tops 
- Hoodies ~ Pants & Boy Shorts 
296 Ridge Road • Ridgeway 
905-894-9100 • ww.flirtfitness.ca 


HIGH-FREQUENCY 
HEARING LOSS 



environments, heredity, medical conditions, and childhood and 


we hope you’ll turn to the services of an audiologist at 
HearAgain BALANCE & HEARING CLINIC, the hearing special¬ 
ist most qualified to offer complete hearing healthcare services. 
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Council supports 
Niagara Falls’ resolution 
for investigation into 
Niagara Health System 


MULTICULTURAL CENTRE SHOWS APPRECIATION FOR CLIENTS 


Rock out at fundraiser for COPE 

A local rock band that has changed its name up changes. At J.K. Katt’s on Ridge Road, they 
is hoping to make a positive change in the will be performing outside today, selling their 
community. Formerly known as Artificial live CD from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. From 9 p.m. to 
Reality who were nominated for a Niagara 1 a.m., they will be performing inside, hoping 
Music Award two years ago are going by the to raise food and money for Community 
name Amber Reigns now, after a couple line- Outreach Program Erie (COPE). 


Warm Up To Quality! 


l Mn „ TEMPSTA.l 

| Heating and Cooling Products 


A-l 


KrisDubS 

limes Staff “At least it’s another initiative 

- going forward, let’s hope it’s received 

with a little more consideration than 
The Town of Fort Erie and the the other things we’ve tried to do.” 
City of Niagara Falls are taking 
another shot at the Niagara Health 
System (NHS). 

On Monday, council supported a 
resolution originated by the larger tinuing care beds, 
municipality up the QEW request- Noyes, who works in the home 
ing the lieutenant-governor-in- care field, claims this is a step being 
council to appoint an investigator taken by the NHS that “doesn’t 
to report on the quality of the man- seem to be going in a positive 
agement and administration of the direction” and that this transition 
NHS and that the appropriate per- will cause problems for seniors 
sons are notified of this action. who need this type of care instead 
Ward 2 Coun. Rick Shular said of providing benefits of relief. 

l feeling the resolution will She claims complex-continuing 

.. care is a crucial health service and 

the removal of these beds will have 
a negative impact on the long w 


■walled” and will n 
given the attention he feels i 
deserves. 


“At least it’s another initiative ing lists that many seniors find 


going forward, let’s hope 
received with a little more consid¬ 
eration than the other things we’ve 
tried to do,” he said. 


themselves on, hoping to be admit- 
1 into a nursing home. 

“This is really going ti 
hardships and it’s not going to help, 


Ward 6 Coun. Anne-Marie cutting another 39 beds,” said 
Noyes said she supports the resolu- Noyes. 

tion, especially after the NHS The NHS’s vice-president of 
announced last week it would be patient services and chief nursing 
removing 39 complex continuing executive Sue Matthew says this 


beds from the Fort Erie and type of 
Port Colborne sites by May of evolved i 
2010. The and “ ' 


170 Ridge Rd., Ridgeway 

ASSMSSf.'MSM, 905 894-6055 


( ) 

• Rent 5 movies for <5.30 for 7 days 

(excluding new releases) 

• Mondays rent 1 movie 
- Get 2nd rental FREE 

• Buy one movie get 2nd HALF PRICE 
NEW for Christmas - Gingerbread House k... 
1 Gift Certificates make great stocking stutters 


OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 
12 Noon - 5:00 p.m. 


Sun.-Thurs. 2-9 • Fri. & Sat. 12-10 

2763 Stevensville Road 
905-382-4575 


urgent t 

will be left with today. 

46 complex con- “Several 


significantly 
the last several years 
day and age, senior 
patients rely more on different 
types of care that were not avail- 
" ‘ the scope of which they are 


_je_ 

True Savings can 
ONLY be had at 
Best Value Optical 

(no hype) 

2 Klauck St., Fort Erie 
10 am to 6 pm Mon.-Fri. 

905-871-5010 


years ago, these 
patients stayed 
in hospital an 
average of 500 
days. Now, com¬ 
plex continuing 
care patients 
typically spend 
between 60 and 
70 days in hospi¬ 
tal before transi¬ 
tioning home or 
to a lower level 
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Peace Bridge plans get 
back on track with five new 
design concepts announced 


Once again, there is a 
decision to be made about 
the future look of the border 
crossing between Fort Erie 
and Buffalo. 


r design originally crossing the Mississippi 
selected. That design was River. There’s a border point 
turned down due to wildlife on either side and programs 
with the Common such as NEXUS and FAST 


On Monday, New York WIU 

Gov. David Paterson mond shaped towers 


a two tower cable stay with bridge would be four lanes 
towers 345’ tall with dia- . .... 


„ „ tower cable stay with towers using such programs. Rienas 

S ^ 345’ tall with needle shaped also stated once the new 

f ® , , • t ', towers, a three tower cable bridge is constructed, repairs 

federal and environmental s(ay ^ towers 3f)(r tall to t | e existing 82 ye J. old 

f , , with diamond shaped 

prc n thrpp tmi/pr pahlf 


structure will be taking 


approvals. 

“With 

approval, the Peace Bridge 

,_, ■ _,. ... wnu iuwcis juu idii wiui we nave uu ic-ucui me 

JP ' ”' e said “The neec * shaped towers and a bridge and it would take 
1 ' three span arch with arches nearly three years to do so 

of graduated heights the with traffic constantly trav- 
tallest 226’ high. 

Ron Rienas, general 


r e forward,” he said. “The 
environmental concerns 
have reconciled with the 
public’s desire for a magnifi- 


o mention 


cent structure connecting fYhTpn a « 'hI™ 

the United States with ager of the PBA, said open 
houses will be held m 
January and February in 
order to give the public 


Canada.” 

The long-stalled “signifi¬ 
cant breakthrough” 
made after the New York 


Transportati 

tj • ment was important irom zuiu, Kienas sai 

( PRA i , g J three different perspectives construction to 

(PBA) made an agreement _ traffic volume r P eas ^ s> bet _ . 

Ta and CanldUn e^iron: f functionability with bor¬ 
der crossing programs 
and maintenance rea- 


disrupting traffic 
more,” he said, adding 
“structurally, the bridge is in 
very good shape but it is 
showing its age.” 

If the PBA is able to 
receive a record of final 
decision in the summer of 
important from 2010, Rienas said he expects 
ction to start in 2012 
with a possible completion 
date being in 2018. 


in-depth look at what 


Ridgeway garage fire causes 
$250,000 in damage 


On Sunday, at approximately 3 make sure there weren’t any “hot 
garage fire in Ridgeway on spots” that would re-ignite the 
of blaze. 

As a precautionary measure, 
German said the FEFD entered 
the home to make sure the flames 
out of Ridgeway and didn’t travel from the garage to 
no. 6 out of Crystal Beach respond- the nearby house, 
ed to the call, taking about 45 min- “We had to poke a few holes in 
' 3 extinguish the fire, says the drywall on the second floor to 


Nigh Road forced a family 
its home because of smoke damage 
caused to the interior of the house. 
Fort Erie Fire Department 


FEFD deputy chief Keith German. 

Once the fire was mostly con¬ 
tained, firefighters spent an addi¬ 
tional three hours at the scene to 


make sure the fire didn’t extend 
into the house,” said German. 

Overall damage is estimated t( 
be around $250,000. 


Speedway one step closer to finish 
line after municipal by-law adoption 

Last week, both the municipal approval from the Niagara Region. 


regional governments 
approved amendments to their offi¬ 
cii plans, moving forward with the 
proposed 
Speedway. 

At Monday night’s regular 


If the project, a state-of-the-art 
otor speedway to be built on 820 
res of land between Bowen and 
Canadian Motor Gilmore Roads, adjacent to the 
QEW is approved, site planning and 
zoning approvals still need t ' 


the amendment through by-law. 

Several other studies and te 
need to be approved by agencies 


Last Monday, about 500 people 
attended a record-setting council- 
committee meeting 


such as the Niagara Peninsula Leisureplex where 57 delegates 
Conservation Authority and provin- made presentations. Some support- 


of Environment, pending full environmental ii 


mental agencies. 

The five designs, which 
are available by visiting ,7^ j ^ 
www.peacebridge.com/news. ^ re ° |iz ° a 


Investors 

Group™ 


SOLUTIONS BUILT 
AROUND YOU ™ 

INVESTORS GROUP 
FINANCIA L SERVI CES INC. 

> MANAGING INVESTMENTS > CASH MANAGEMENT 

> RETIREMENT PLANNING >ESTATE PLANNING 

> TAX PLANNING ^BROKERAGE SERVICES 

> MORTGAGES > PENSION ANALYSIS 




EVERY HOME 
FOR JESUS 
EVANGELISM 

You Are Invited To Our 

Christmas Day Service - December 25 th 

beginning at 10:00 am 

Watchnight Service - December 31^ 

beginning at 10:00 a 



_ 224 Garrison Rd., Unit #10, Fort Erie « 905-994-8500 
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Racetrack news comes just 
in time for holidays 

When the Times editorial staff learned of a press conference on 
Thursday about the future of the Fort Erie Racetrack, it was hard to fig¬ 
ure out whether it would be good or bad news. 

The parties who have been working to keep the 112-year-old border 
oval open for future live-racing seasons have been doing everything 
they can for the last few months and we were well aware of that. 

But considering the current economic situation we are faced with, it 
was difficult to assume that milli ons of dollars, which is what the track 
needed, would be made available. 

But sure enough...that's exactly what the announcement was all 

Upon entering the Leisureplex banquet hall, the Racetrack's key 
players all seemed to appear content or even excited to make the 
announcement. It was hard to determine whether this might have just 
been the calm before the storm or if a solution really had been reached. 

As it tarns out...there is a solution and the Fort Erie Racetrack will 
remain open for another three years, if town council agrees to allocate 
$500,000 per year from its slots revenues. If there are any members on 
council who vote against this, don't count on them being re-elected in 
the next municipal election which is less than a year away. There are so 
many people who are directly or indirectly employed by the Racetrack 
and it's so nice to hear that these folks don't have to wait with baited 
breath over the holiday season to find out whether they will be going 
back to work next year. 

This is great news and the members of the Town, the EDTC, MPP 
Kim Craitor and everyone else involved should be proud of all their 
hard work and how it will continue to benefit this community. 


AROUND TOWN 


Mandy Crosby of Community Outreach Program Erie (COPE) accepting a 
generous donation from Credtitor’s Interchange staff Craig MacDonald, left, 
and Shawn Martin on Friday. A large collection of food was raised along with 
over $1,000 in gift certificates to a local grocery store. 



Torch relay a great way to show community pride 



GENERAL 
Tt NOTICE 





EDITOR’S 
NOTEBOOK 

By Kris Dube 

I’ve spoken to a lot of people who are disap¬ 
pointed they won’t be able to see the Olympic 
torch when it comes to town on Monday, short¬ 
ly after 9 a.m. because of work obligations. 

It’s kind of the complete opposite for me 
since I absolutely have to go and not covering 
it would be quite the ridiculous thing for me to 





do. 

In fact, this might be the one story that I’ve 
looked forward to the most since I started at 
The Times in May 2007. There has been many 
others that I will always remember but I have 
a feeling this will be the most memorable. 

I’ve been following the relay on a pretty 
consistent basis, considering the sports net¬ 
work I rely on for my highlights has been cov- 
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ering the national event pretty intensely since 
it began months ago. 

I see the turnouts of people in each munici¬ 
pality it has passed through and it seems very 
clear it’s one of those days where people gath¬ 
er in a town centre and show how proud they 
are of their community. 

This will be one of those days in Fort Erie 
on Monday... without a doubt. 

Looking at a much bigger picture, people 
should not only be inspired to be proud of the 
town or city they live in when the torch pays a 
visit, but it should make you proud to be a 
Canadian. 

During the Winter Olympics, I hardly miss a 
face-off when it comes to our Canadian hock¬ 
ey team and I’m sure it will hold true this time 
around too. 

I might even be so inspired by this event I’ll 
sit down and watch a curling match or a luge 
event on TV when the games begin in 
February in Vancouver. 

On Monday, I hope to see all our readers 
along the relay route, showing their support 
for Fort Erie and for Canada... the best coun¬ 
try in the world. 

If you would like to leave me feedback, call 
me at (905) 871-3100 ext. 207 or email me at 
editorial@forterietimes.com. 


The Times Letters 
Policy 

The Times welcomesletters to the editor, 
commenting on local issues. Letters should be 
typed or neatly handwritten, and should be no 
longer than 200 words. Send them to: Letters to 
the Editor, The Times , 1-450 Garrison Rd., 
Fort Erie, ON, L2A 1N2. Letters can also be 
faxed to 905-871-5243, or emailed 
toeditorial@forterietimes.com. Letters must 
include the author’s name, address, and a daytime 
telephone number for verification purposes. 
Unsigned or anonymous letters will not be 
published. The Times reserves the right to edit 
letters for length, clarity and for reasons of libel 
and good taste. The opinions expressed in letters 
to the editor do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of The Times , its staff or management. 
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Kinettes supporting Wellspring 


Dear Editor, 

The Kinette Club of Fort Erie con¬ 
sists of a group of women who volun¬ 
teer throughout our Community. Our 
Motto is “Serving the Community’s 
Greatest Needs”. We work hand in 
hand with other organizations to help 
make our Community a better place. 

At our recent General Meeting, we 
had the pleasure of having Ann 
Mantini-Celima, Executive Director 
of Wellspring Niagara Cancer Support 
Foundation as our Guest Speaker. 
Our Kinette Club donates hats 
through our “Flat of Flope” Project to 
Wellspring to distribute to individuals 
undergoing cancer treatments. 

Wellspring helps people restore the 
dignity and control individuals so 
often lose when diagnosed with can¬ 
cer. They provides free social, emo¬ 
tional, psychological, informational 
and spiritual support to people living 
with cancer, their families and close 
supporters Wellspring is about helping 
people feel that they will be able to 


cope when cancer strikes them or one 
of their family members. 

Coping with cancer is very difficult 
and individuals need help from peo¬ 
ple who understand the psychological, 
emotional, social and practical conse¬ 
quences of the illness and its treat¬ 
ments, as well as their families. This is 
what Wellspring does. 

Wellspring Niagara serves the 
entire Niagara region, St. Catharines, 
Niagara Falls, Welland, Port Colbome, 
Thorold, Fort Erie, Lincoln, Grimsby, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Pelham, 
Wainfleet and West Lincoln. Most 
recently, Meridian Credit Union 
donated space to help them better 
serve the residents of Fort Erie, by 
offering a satellite centre in 
Stevensville. 

As a not-for-profit, charitable 
organization, Wellspring Niagara is 
supported by the community it serves 
- the Niagara region. 

Yvonne Lauder 
Kinette Club of Fort Erie 


Take down the yellow signs 



Dear Editor, 

Whenever I see the yellow signs 
that dot the landscape of Greater 
Fort Erie, I try to understand who 
among us does not want prosperi¬ 
ty... who could care less about 
progress., and who would not be 
excited about having a community 
that flourishes all year round? 

Those yellow signs tell me that 
there are people who are fright¬ 
ened and for whatever reasons, 
personal or self interest, are deter¬ 
mined to hurt Crystal Beach in its 
golden moment to move forward in 
this wonderful new century. 

TI realize that for some fearful 
people it’s easier to resist change 
than to accept it and that one way 


o attack others, buuhopTthat Arts Council thanks artists and volunteers 

the Town Council of Greater Fort 
Ere will not cave into that psychol- Dear Editor 
ogy and then postpone much need¬ 
ed progress. I hope this same 
cil will keep their focus 
brighter future, for the greater 
good of all concerned. They have 
my support because I for one 
believe that the Town council is 
helping our community and they 
have the bigger and better visi 
The yellow signs are helping 


The Fort Erie Arts Council is an incorporat- 
;d, non profit charitable organization whose 
e mandate is to support and enhance community 
e life through arts and culture. We support artists 
s and sponsor events, workshops and art classes, 
v concerts and more. 

I wanted to extend my gratitude to the 
3 artists who have kindly donated their artwork 
for the current exhibit, "small works” Show & 
Sale. This is a fundraiser exhibit, where 50% of 
e the profits stay with the arts council and the 
e other 50% back to the artist. Come by and see 
us at 238 Ridge Rd, N in Ridgeway for that one 
of a kind gift for Christmas. There is something 


for everyone with prices ranging from $4.50 to 
$300. 

A special thank you goes to my team of vol¬ 
unteers who are passionately planning the 
upcoming Red Ribbon Art Exhibition & Sale 
for early February 2010. Watch for more 
details to be announced soon. 

Many times, volunteers are not recognized 
and thanked and I sincerely believe that with¬ 
out our volunteers, we wouldn’t be able to 
showcase the amazing talent that Fort Erie has 
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e Town of Fort Erie 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.torterie-on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 
Our Focus: Your Future 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


(1) MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 2010 

NOTICE OF NOMINATION FOR OFFICE 
COMMENCING JAN. 4, 2010 AND ENDING SEPT. 10, 2010 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended 

NOTICE is hereby given to the Municipal Electors of the Town of Fort Erie 
that Nominations for the following offices may be made by completing and 
filing in the Office of the Clerk, nominations in the prescribed form. 

Mayor (1 to be elected) 

Regional Councillor (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 1 (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 2 (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 3 (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 4 (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 5 (1 to be elected) 

Councillor Ward 6 (1 to be elected) 

District School Board of Niagara Trustee (English Language) - 
(1 to be elected for combined area of Fort Erie and Port Colborne) 
Niagara Catholic District School Board Trustee (English Language) - 
(1 to be elected for combined area of Fort Erie, 

Port Colborne and Wainfleet) 

Conseil scolaire de district du centre-sud-ouest Member 
(French Language) 

Conseil scolaire de district catholique centre-sud Member 
(French Language) 

A nomination form must be signed by the candidate and may be filed with the 
Clerk in person or by agent between January 4,2010 and before September 
10,2010, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. or on Nomination 
Dav. Sentember 10. 2010. between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 

(2) ELECTIONS MUNICIPALES 2010 

NOMINATION POUR LES BUREAUX 

Les elections municipales comme modifiees en 1996 

NOTIFICATION est par la presente donnee aux electeurs municipaux de 
la Ville de Fort Erie que des nominations pour les fonctions suivantes 
peuvent etre faites en completant et enregistrant les nominations sous le 
formulaire prescrit au Bureau du Commis de la Ville. 

Maire (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller regional (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 1 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 2 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 3 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 4 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 5 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseiller District No. 6 (1 a etre elu) 

Conseil scolaire Niagara (anglais) 

(1 representant pour la zone combinee Fort Erie et Port Colborne) 
Conseil scolaire catholique pour Niagara (anglais) 

(1 representant pour la zone combinee Fort Erie, 

Port Colborne et Wainfleet) 

Representant pour le conseil scolaire du district du centre-sud-ouest 
(frangais) 

Representant pour le conseil scolaire du district catholique centre-sud 
(frangais) 

Un formulaire de nomination doit §tre sign6 par le candidat et ©tre enregistr© 
avec le Commis de la Ville en personne ou par un represantant entre le 4 jan- 
vier, 2010 et avant 10 septembre, 2010, entre les heures de 8 h 30 et 17 h 00 ou 

le jour de nomination, le 10 seDtembre. 2010 entre les heures de 9 

2:00 D.m. The Drescribed nomination filina fee of $200 for Mavor and SI00 
for Council Member and School Trustee, must accompany the nomination 
form payable by cash, debit card, certified cheque or money order. The 
nomination form must be certified by the Clerk before any person becomes a 
certified candidate for the office in which he or she is nominated. Candidates 
for French School Board Trustees must file the nomination form with the Clerk 
of the City of Welland. 

A candidate must be registered by filing the nomination form and 
fee prior to expending any funds on a campaign or accepting any 
contributions. 

Please direct all enquiries to the Clerk/Returning Officer. Further information 
and forms are available on the Town’s website at www.forterie.on.ca 

DATED AT FORT ERIE this 19th day of December, 2009. 

Carolyn J. Kett, A.M.C.T., Town Clerk/Returning Officer 

Town of Fort Erie • 905-871-1600, Ext. 2211 
e-mail: ckett@forterie.on.ca 

h 00 et 14 h 00. Des honoraires d’enreaistrement de nomination. $200 pour la 
fonction de Maire et $100 pour les fonctions de Conseiller et Conseiller Scolaire, 
payable par argent comptant, par cheque certifie ou mandat, doivent accompag- 
ner le formulaire de nomination. Le formulaire de nomination doit etre certifie par 
le Commis de la Ville avant que toute personne devienne un candidat certifie 
pour la fonction dans lequel il ou elle est nomm6. Les reprfeentants frangais du 
Conseil Scolaire doivent enregistrer le formulaire de nomination avec le Commis 
de la ville de Welland. 

Un candidat doit enregistrer le formulaire et remettre les honoraires 
de nomination avant de depenser des fonds sur une campagne ou 
de regevoir n’importe quelles contributions. 

L’information d’election est disponible a www.forterie.on.ca. Veuillez 
diriger toutes les enquetes vers I’Officier/Returning Officer. 

DATEE A FORT ERIE ce 19 jour decembre, 2009. 

Carolyn J. Kett, A.M.C.T., L’Officier de Clerk/Returning 
905-871-1600, ext. 2211 • Email: ckett@forterie.on.ca 
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The Town of Fort Erie jjjk 

B 1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 
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Our Focus: Your Future 

News 

Town getting ready 
to implement plan 
and strategy for 
brownfields 

Kris DubE Once these plans are approved 

Times Staff through by-law, the consultant 

alreadv acquired hy the Town will 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

(1) NO OVERNIGHT PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets free of vehicles during the winter months 
for snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are reminded that no overnight parking is permitted. 
Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a vehicle or permit a vehicle 
to remain parked” on any street in Town “between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on any day during 
the months of November, December, January, February and March.”. 

The Town's By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of By-law No. 2000-89. 
Your vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and could be towed, at your expense, if found in violation of 
the by-law. 

Enquiries may be directed to the Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers by calling (905) 871-1600, Extension 
2216(Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 (Jack Cox). 

Carolyn J. Kett, A.M.C.T., Town Clerk, Town of Fort Erie 

(2) HOLIDAY 

PUBLIC SKATE SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 18 8:00-10:00 PM CRYSTAL RIDGE ARENA 

DECEMBER 19 2:00 - 3:00 PM LEISUREPLEX 

DECEMBER 20 2:00-3:00 PM LEISUREPLEX 

JANUARY 2 2:00-3:30 PM LEISUREPLEX 

jzr* JANUARY 3 2:00-3:30 PM LEISUREPLEX 

ADMISSION: EVENING SKATE - $2.50 PER PERSON 

MATINEE SKATE - $1.50 PER PERSON 

TIM HORTONS 

W W free PUBLIC SKATE SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 21 NOON-1:30 PM CRYSTAL RIDGE ARENA 

DECEMBER 21 2:00-3:30 PM LEISUREPLEX 

DECEMBER 22 2:00 - 3:30 PM LEISUREPLEX 

DECEMBER 23 1:00-2:30 PM CRYSTAL RIDGE ARENA 

DECEMBER 30 1:00-2:30 PM CRYSTAL RIDGE ARENA 

DECEMBER 30 1:30-3:00 PM LEISUREPLEX 

prepare implementation materials 
A brownfield is described as an “eluding program guides, applica- 
underused or abandoned piece of tion forms and legal agreements 
property that still has the potential ,,, , ?* n ' „ , . 

for re-development, but first must Ward 1 Coun. Sandy Annunziata 

undergo a process to investigate said both documents recognize the 
whether there are environmental economic realities m Fort Erie, 
contaminations on site that could symbolizing industry that has been 
cause a problem gone for many years and hopes this 

On Monday night, council fully direction made by council will turn 
endorsed Town staffs Brownfield the old neighbourhood around. 
Strategy and draft Community f 11 f. 1 ™ for growth it s time 
Improvement Plan (CIP). f ° r reblrth - ■ ■ and hopefully these 

Focusing on the Bridgeburg documents will satisfy those con- 
area, there two “showcase sites” ce ™»” . 

seen as top priorities by council „ T Ward 6 u Coun ' Anne-Marie 
and staff. The former Horton CBI No Y es sa Y s tbla 18 an initiative she 
and Coal Docks properties fit into supports and hopes bringing new 
this category and will be identified llf ?, to the8 ?, areas “ Bridgeburg 
in the implementation of the CIP eventually lead to sites all over 

1 and the Brownfield Strategy, since Gr ™[ er Fort Ene - . . 

the staff report was approved by u Tbl f, 18 a g°° d initiative and 
council. hopefully some of these sites will 

be rehabilitated,” she said. 

m 

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY 

Is coming to Fort Erie 

Monday, December 21st, 2009 

Show your Community Spirit and welcome the Olympic Torch to Fort Erie!!! 

Festivities to start at 8:00 a.m. on Jarvis Street 

^onus' < ^ouuitle f iS' 

Monday, December 2d 

Mayor Martin to welcome the torch on Jarvis St. in front of the Royal Bank 9:10 a.m. 

Free PsncskB Br63kf3St Hosted by RBC (stsrt 8 3.m.) 

" We open at 8M0 am fv 

Free Olympic Spirit Flags 

Get your picture taken with the 2010 Olympic Torch Replica 

And meet RBC OLYMPIAN LORI DUPUIS who will be there to sign autographs between 8:00 & 9:00 am 

Show your Canadian spirit and wear your best Red and White ensemble 

Kids - Bring your Olympic Spirit Contest Submissions! 

Giveaways 

Torch Route: Start 8:56 am at Phipps St. and Crook St., east on Phipps St. to Niagara Blvd., 
south on Niagara Blvd, to Jarvis St., west on Jarvis St. to the “Community Stop” at RBC at 
9:10, (Mayor Martin to Welcome Torch) continue west on Jarvis to Central Ave, south on 
Central to Garrison Rd. west on Garrison Rd ending at Concession Rd. 

Check this page and the town website; 
www.forterie.on.ca: for further details 

So Warm ISp With A Er.ee (toffee & ^ ® 
Goodies & Wuteh the Olympic Eomh! 

For the Last Minute Shopper 

Great Gift Ideas 

JapF**' jr Every Purchase Spins the Wheel Jgk 

/ypr for an added discount! 

Lesley & Penny Specialize in Customer Service & Satisfaction 

14 Jarvis Street • Fort Erie • 905 - 871-2713 

m n tt 
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Here’s hoping all the 
blessings of the season 
shine down upon you. ; 
May Peace and Goodwill 
be our guides as we 
navigate our way through: 
the holiday season 


Many thanks for your 
continued patronage. 


Wishing everyone in our community the happiest of 
holidays. All the best in 2010 from your friends at your 
local Fort Erie Area Tim Hortons. 




and beyond. 

All the best to 
yours at 
special time of year. 


Jo-Anne’s 

Income Tax and 


Bookkeeping 


905-894-6615 


The sights... the smells... the sounds. It’s the one 
time of year when just one whiff of a Christmas tree 
instantjy brings us back to our childhood— 

Dad, trying to untangle the lights, Mom, 
cooking up a storm. 

We know this because we have families, as well. 

We wish your famijy a happy holiday season. 


7 ( ^nm£ c F6me T 
Larry Williams 
722 Ridge Rd N • Ridgeway 
(905) 894-1161 

www.williamsfuneralhome.ca 
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Thuhteitom, 

Together With You, Making Good Things Happen. 


Warmest wishes from your 
friends at Tim Hortons. 



















Casa El 
Norte 


^ear/ 

Many thanks to all the 
volunteers and donors 
to Casa El Norte 
over the past year. 

Your support really 
makes a difference 
and is eready appreciated by 
the staff and those we serve. 


General Vanier Public School students Scarlett Rivet, left, and Mikayla James getting some of the food and toys 
collected by students at the school ready for the Fort Erie Salvation Army. About 100 kilograms of food was collected. 


177 Niagara Boulevard, Fort Erie, ON 

905 - 871-0700 


^Times 


Serving 
Greater 
Fort Erie 
Since 1895 


,871-8100 

450 Garrison Road, Unit #1, Fort Erie 


Holiday Hours: We will be closed 
Thursday, December 24th at noon 
Friday, December 25th 
Monday, December 28th 
Thursday, December 31st at noon 
Friday, January 1st 




To all our friends 
we hold so "deer'', 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year 
Thank you for your 
kind patronage. 


December 24 th - 8am - 12 noon 
December 25 th CLOSED 
December 26 th CLOSED 
December 27 th CLOSED 
December 28 th - 8am - 5pm 
December 29 th - 8am - 5pm 
December 30 th - 8am - 5pm 
December 31 51 - 8am - 12 noon 
January 1 34 - CLOSED 
January 2 nd - 8am - 12 noon 

BtEKTHE ~rn*t= 


2776 Stevensville Road, Stevensville 

905 - 382-3173 


II 

Crescent 

Home 

Hardware 

Serving Greater^ort Erie for 

1238 Dominion Rood, Fort Erie 

905-871-1664 
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May you enjoy a 
season Ml of 
much love and 
laughter with 
those near and 
dear to you. 


QP 

MARR 

ELECTRIC 

MOTOR 

SERVICE 

50 Klauck St., Fort Erie 

905-871-3070 


Warm Wishes 
at Christmas 

Christmas is such a wonderful time because 
it brings family and friends together in 
celebration. We hope all your family and 
friends are able to gather together to share 
this very special time of year. 


Happy Holiday! 


Durward Jones Barkwell 
& Company LLP 

Chartered Accountants 


1264 GARRISON RD. • FORT ERIE 

905-871-3565 


Wishing you a festive season filled with 
good friends, good times, and glad tidings. 
Thanks for making it all worthwhile! 


prloes 
1135 Thompson Rd. • Fort Erie 


&eace/ 

you 
and yours 
celebrate a 
season of joy 
and love with 
family and friends. 

Fort Erie Kinsmen 


Holiday 

Hours 

December 21, 22, 23 
9:30am - 6pm 
December 24 
9:30am - 3:00pm 
Closed Christmas 
& Boxing Day 
28, 29 &30 
9:30am - 6:00pm 
December 31 
9:30am - 3:00pm 
New Years Day 
Open regular hours 
January 2 


Mandy Crosby, of Community Outreach Program Erie (COPE) with a group of friends she made at the Fort Erie Co-op 
Nursery located at St. Paul’s Anglican Church. The local daycare raised several food items for the food bank on Dufferin 
Street. To make a donation to COPE, call (905) 871-2526. 


Last date to 
order from 
catalogue for 
Christmas delivery 
is December 19 th 
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„ Reason of 
T etherness 



May God bless and watch 
over you and your loved ones 
at Christmas and always. We 

holiday season finds you 




Reveal 

t the New Wm... 

Our warmest wishes from 
the staff at Teal Cosmetic 
Laser & Aesthetics, 
and to you and your family 
for a safe and happy 
holiday season. 


PATRICIA TEAL MD 

Cosmetic Laser and Aesthetics 

Call us today! 

Gilt Certificates Available 

□ Eye lid surgery 
O New 'Silk Peel' 

CD Wrinkle treatments 
CD Acne therapy 
O Painless Hair removal 
CD Specialty Skin Care 
Products 

www.tealcosmetidaser.com 

238 Bertie Street, 

905.871.6738 



Grade 3 students at St. George Catholic School have been working hard on creating and decorating Christmas trees, 
cards and gifts for people who are shut in for the holidays. The cross-curricular activity provided eight trees, eight cards 
and eight gifts go to those who need some holiday cheer this season. 




With worm, regards to 
you, and yourfamily this 
holiday season/. 

It’s been, a/privilege, and 
a,pleasure, serving you,. 

from, the, Management 
Si Staff at 

Miller’s 

AUTO RECYCLING^™ 



Oiarkl 

the, S(era(d 
Angeb Sing 



As the holidays draw near, 
we'dhfg to toll a message 

Best wishes to our 
friends near and far. 

May adthe Best 
come to you and yours 



Holidff 

Qrertuijs 

Thank you for 
your patronage 
and may you have 
a wonderful 
Christmas filled 
with joy, 
friendship 
and warmth. 



J. MURO 

Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd. 

Air Conditioning 

106 * Garrison Rd. 

871-6705 
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Community 



Do You 
Remember? 


We have a double-header of 
information thanks to Lise Winney, 
who emailed the Fort Erie 
Historical Museum and identified 
the children in the previous week’s 
picture. From left to right were 
Marcel Pare, Dennis Bellefontaine, 
Tom Insinna, Gerard Longval and 
Anna Millar in the photo, taken at 
a science fair in 1974. 

Thanks also to Roger Horth, Bill 
Napper and Freddie who identified 
our merry band of gentlemen in 
last week’s photo. 

These were the winners in a 
handball tournament held at 
Bridgewater Country Club on 
Sept. 27th, 1981. From left to right 


in the photo were Bill Gross, Mike 
“Big Mike” Quinlan, Joe Romano, 
Tony Parisi and Bruno Polgravia. 
Parisi, whose given surname was 
Pegluise was a professional 
wrestler known as “The 
Cannonball.” 

This week’s photo has some 
names written on the back. Listed 
are George Elliott, Barb 
Gallagher, Phillip Mindorff and 
Stuart Bolton. 

Can anyone help match the 
name to the person and tell us what 
the event was? 

Please call the museum at (905) 
894-5322 or send us an email at 
museum.forterie.on.ca. 


Andy Passero 

mo - 2009 

M y family and I would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to thank everyone who has helped us 
through what have been the most difficult 
of times. On October 22nd Andy, a wonderful father, 
husband, son, grandson, brother, brother-in-law, son-in- 
law, uncle, nephew and friend was suddenly taken from 
us. Andy was an extraordinary man, he treated strang¬ 
ers like friends and friends like family. If you knew Andy, 
you loved him. It has been the overwhelming support from 
everyone whose life Andy touched that has helped us through the 
darkest moments. 

The flowers, food, cards, kind words, funeral home visitations and donations in 
Andy’s memory are all so greatly appreciated. The home cooked meals and baked 
goods were very thoughtful and touching. Please know that you fed many the first 
weeks. It would be impossible to thank everyone for what they have done for our 
family. In this time when we needed love and support the most, you all 
reached out to us. The pain is still raw and will be with us always but 
having the strength of so many will assist us on our healing journey. 


The support for Mac and Drew from their school and hockey friends and 
families has been incredible. The teachers and staff at St. Philomena’s 
school have been so supportive and caring every step of the way. The 
Fort Erie Minor Atom and Minor Bantam Hockey teams have paid such 
wonderful tributes to Andy. The hockey honour guard at Andy’s funeral 
was touching and something we will never forget, thank you. The 
Greater Fort Erie Minor Hockey Association for dedicating the Minor 
Tournament to Andy, the wonderful tributes and kind words during 
the games and the placement of Andy’s initials on the hockey jerseys. 
What an honour for Andy, thank-you. 

Thank you to Darren from Benner Funeral Home for his professional¬ 
ism and guidance during this very difficult time and to Father Randy 
for his support and moving words at Andy’s funeral. Thank you to the 
Fort Erie Race Track for Andy’s most fitting farewell. Thank you to the 
OPP and NRP officers who made the funeral procession possible. 

Thank you to Andy’s pall bearers, his best friends, Nick, Larry, Paul, Mike, 
Pat, Mike, Pete and Scott. Thank you for all you have done and all you 
continue to do for us. 

Thank you for the heartwarming tribute you have all paid to Andy and for helping us 
through this very difficult time. Our lives are forever changed and Andy’s memory will 
live within us. We will hold those memories close to us and your support will help us 
be strong. 

Love Maria, Mac, Drew 


Monachino Families. 


(Ho 
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Putting strategic visiofi to wcTrk 


The most thoroughly made plan is 
doomed to fail if there is not the commit- 

It’s a lesson often learned the hard way 
and it takes discipline to stick to a plan. 

Fort Erie Town Council took the ini¬ 
tiative early in 2007 to develop a strategic 
plan for its four-year term and made the 
commitment to stick to it. 

“Council deserves a 
lot of credit,” said Fort 
Erie’s Chief Adminis¬ 
trative Officer Harry 
Schlange. “The Town is 
thinking ahead and it’s 
very important in many ways.” 

By thinking ahead with a plan for four 
years, Council made it possible, through 
their strategic direction, for the Town to 
take advantage of federal and provincial 
grants and leverage financing for more 
than $55 million in infrastructure projects 
currently underway or being prepared for 
tender right now. 

The projects are all impor¬ 
tant vehicles to assist the 
process of investment and 
economic development in the 
Town of Fort Erie. 

“Private investment follows 
public investment,” Mr. Sch¬ 
lange said. “Nothing happens 
by chance.” 

Important background 
studies had been done when 
the senior levels of government 
began pouring money into 
infrastructure in response to 
the worldwide financial crisis 
and recession. The Town was 
ready. 

Three huge projects that 
were originally scheduled to be 
phased over a number of years 
are now underway, thanks to 
advanced planning and Coun¬ 
cil’s determination to keep 
their focus. 

The Frenchmen’s Creek 
trunk sewer project, the Cres¬ 


cent Park drainage project and Ridge Road 
reconstruction all were accelerated when 
funding announcements were made earlier 
this year. 

Although Frenchmen’s Creek is a 
Regional project, only the first phase was 
scheduled for this year, and it took consid¬ 
erable urging by the Town for the Region 
to apply for funding for the second phase. 


“All the background work we did on the 
servicing needs in the area of town that 
it will serve showed we were serious and 
committed to it,” Mr. Schlange said. 

“We were able to leverage our back¬ 
ground studies and our investment in 
related projects into much needed action at 
the Regional level,” he said. 

All told, Frenchmen’s Creek is a $28 


million project. 

At the local level, an ^ 

$ll-million investment from 

reserves and debentures resulted in 
an additional $10 million from senior 
levels of government for various projects. 

These include the North Crescent Park 
storm drainage project, Garrison Road 
reconstruction, Concession Road ramp 
removal, Ridge Road recon¬ 
struction and the Skatepark. 

The success factor in gain¬ 
ing the infrastructure grants 
was to have projects ready to 
go and have them completed 
in a relatively short time span. 

A critical plan that is related to the 
regional sewer work is the Industrial Busi¬ 
ness Park Master Servicing Plan. 

It is examining the engineering, envi¬ 
ronmental, financial and other consider¬ 
ations and drawing up a plan to provide 
roads, water, storm and sewers to the indus¬ 
trial park along the QEW corridor. 


Another key aspect for 
growth are “brownfield” lands. 
The recently completed Com¬ 
munity Improvement Plan Brown¬ 
field Strategy addresses the 

rehabilitation and productive reuse of 
now-vacant or underutilized properties. 

The strategic plan is the foundation on 
which other plans are built and sets the 
stage for the Town to do multi-year budget¬ 
ing. 

It’s very rare in private, public and non¬ 
profit sectors,” said Mayor Doug Martin. 

“The strategic plan drives the budget 
process and the budget is the means to an 
end, not the end,” he said. 

“A lot of people put together strategic 
plans but don’t have the commitment to 
follow through,” he said. 

The plan was developed by councillors 
and staff and two focus groups with about 
75 people — one composed of residents 
and the other representing businesses and 
non-profit organizations. 

What developed from the workshops 
was four key, equally important priority 
areas and specific goals and initiatives. 

The priority areas are: development and 
land use, economic and business develop¬ 
ment, financial stewardship, and infra¬ 
structure. 

A series of goals in each area were 
established along with a checklist of initia¬ 
tives to be undertaken to achieve the goals 
within this Council’s term. 

Community involvement in building the 
plan was important as it gave Council the 
confidence that the objectives were deter¬ 
mined with the input and support of the 
public, and the planning process followed 
up on a comprehensive survey that was 
conducted in 2005. 

In every decision that the Council 
makes, a key question is asked and 
answered: how does this decision advance 
the initiatives identified in the strategic 
plan? And further, how will this decision 
make Fort Erie a better place to live, work, 
play and invest? 



Achieving the objectives of the strategic 
plan is the priority in all Town initiatives 
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Crescent Park project targets flooding 



ing and environmental pollution during 
heavy rainfalls. 

The Town began a study of the system 
three years ago by examining every inch 
of sewers in Crescent Park to identify 
problems. 

Every lateral connection to homes was 
also examined and the Town provided 
100 per cent funding for homeowners to 
repair deficient laterals. The project cost 
approximately $300,000 a year 

Replacement of the municipal sewer 
lines was originally planned to be done 
over five years but has been accelerated 
to match the work that is being done on 
the storm system. 

“This is going to go a long way to 
address the flooding issues in Crescent 
Park,” said Mayor Martin. 

The approval of $2.2 million in grants 
from the federal and provincial govern¬ 
ments for the first phase of the storm 
project, plus the savings realized 


Advanced planning and the commitment of 
Town Council to achieve the goals set out in 
its strategic plan has resulted in an accelerated 
work program to replace infrastructure in Cres¬ 
cent Park. 

“Council’s strategic plan objectives include 
maintaining, replacing or providing new invest¬ 
ment in infrastructure to support community 
needs for today and into the future” said Mayor 
Doug Martin. 

Ground was broken in late August to provide 
much-needed relief against basement flooding, 
reduce environmental pollution and to allow new 
development to occur. 

“This project also delivers on balancing the 
burden of investment on our taxpayers by access¬ 
ing the infrastructure investment dollars now 
being made available,” he said. 

It is a major multi-component project. Work 
that is underway now is part of a $10-million proj¬ 
ect to construct storm sewers, a new outlet into 
the Kraft Drain and to rehabilitate the drain. 

Along with storm drainage work, sanitary 
sewers will be completely replaced and water mains 
upgraded from the existing old cast iron pipes. 

The full build out when completed over the next few 
years is estimated to cost approximately $25 million, said 
Ron Tripp, Director of Infrastructure Services for the 
Town. 

New infrastructure is being installed on Phillips Street 
and the northern sections of Ferndale, Parkdale, Daytona, 
Lakeview and Grandview. 

“This is one very important element of the solution,” 
said Director of Infrastructure Services Ron Tripp. 

“We’ve gone forward with different improvements in 
the sanitary system, but for it to work properly, there needs 
to be a proper and appropriate storm drainage system in 


A large area of land will be made available for indus¬ 
trial development when a major Regional sewer project 
finally goes on line. 

When it’s complete in March 2011, the Frenchman’s 
Creek trunk sewer will open up land for development 
along the QEW corridor. 

These lands are key industrial development properties 
and are especially important because they are employment 
lands — areas where jobs are created. 

“It’s paramount to opening up the industrial lands and 
all those development opportunities north of the Garri¬ 
son,” said Jim Thibert, general manager of the Fort Erie 
Economic Development and Tourism Corporation. 

Opening up the area is vital because the Town has very 
little serviced industrial land available. 

“We’ve had investors interested in Fort Erie, but we 
just couldn’t accommodate them because we don’t have 
large enough land areas available for development,” said 
Jim Thibert, general manager of the Fort Erie Economic 
Development and Tourism Corporation. 

Getting land on stream has been a priority but it takes 
more than just urging and lobbying. 


place,” he said. 

It was made possible through the multi-year budget 
approach Town Council has taken in this term and a no- 
nonsense approach to setting priorities and taking advan¬ 
tage of opportunities as they present themselves. 

Most significantly for homeowners is the installation 
of storm drainage works that will divert storm flows from 
the northern part of Crescent Park directly into the Kraft 
Drain at Crescent Road. 

Secondly, a large part of the sanitary sewer system is 
being refurbished to prevent storm water from entering the 
system. 

Ground water infiltration into the sanitary sewer system 
has long been identified as a major cause of basement flood¬ 


Extensive studies and master plans have been prepared 
to show the business case for public investment in the 
infrastructure in the area and to lay the groundwork for 
investment. 

All levels of government have now recognized the 
importance of the corridor with the Province and the 
Region designating the area as a focal point for industrial 
development in Niagara and a key area for investment in 
Ontario. 

“Infrastructure is necessary for jobs and industrial 
growth and is a major component of the Town’s strategic 
plan,” Mr. Thibert said, 

The costs are immense. The Frenchman’s Creek sewer 
project in total is a $28-million project including funding 
from the provincial and federal governments. 

“It is going to let us use the prime highway lands for 
industrial uses away from residential areas,” said Mayor 
Doug Martin. 

Construction on the sewer began late this summer for 
the trunk line that is being built from Garrison Road under 


Park. 

“It’s harder for small municipalities to come up with 
the dollars to do what they know needs to be done to help 
protect their citizens and protect the environment,” said 
Kim Craitor, Member of Provincial Parliament. 

All three components of the infrastructure construc¬ 
tion are being done to take advantage of the economies of 
scale, and to eliminate redundant construction work and 
administration costs. 




In coordination with the Regional project, the town 
will begin work on a two-phase project to construct new 
sanitary sewers on Garrison Road from Green Acres Drive 
to the lift station being built now just east of Kraft Road 
on the Alliston Street road allowance. 

This will serve the area north of Garrison Road which 
has been under a development freeze because the existing 
infrastructure can’t handle any more load. 

It will begin when the lift station is complete and is 
valued at close to $5 million. 


the QEW and the railway line o\ 
ment plant on Anger Avenue. 
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Regional sewer construction 
to open land for development 












Garrison Road undergoes transformation 


j with the new streetscape of the 
munity continues with the reconstruction of road, sidewalks, lighting and benches, pri- 
Garrison Road. 

Nearly complete, the final phase of con¬ 
struction from Concession Road to Central 
Avenue is a $4.5-million project that saw a 
complete overhaul of underground services 


vate enterprises along the corridor have coop¬ 
erated with improved street level signage 
inviting landscaping, Mr. Mostacci 


streetscape. 

The tangled mass of overhead power lines 
have also been put underground, providing a 
more inviting gateway into the community. 

“When you look at Garrison Road, it’s 
not just the streetscape,” said Rino Mostacci, 
Director of Community Development and 


“This catches people’s attention. It gives 
a positive impression of the community to 
people who visit and investors who want to 
develop and invest in business here,” Mr. 
Mostacci said. 

“Time and again it’s been shown — 


in for the area was espoused in the As further encouragement for investment 
award-winning International Gateway Urban in the area, Town Council will cut some of 
adopted by Town the red tape associated with development. 

“We’re going to pre-zone all the various 
that they will essentially be 


Design Strategy which 
Council in 2004. 

The strategy encompassed the Garrison properties 
Road corridor, the Peace Bridge Plaza and the shovel-ready,” Mr. Mostacci said. 

South End neighbourhood to transform the . 

area from a place of transit to a point of desti- 


“This 

safer,” Mr. Mostacci said. 

“People will want to live here. It’ 


“All of the sites that have been identified 
for redevelopment will have their zoning 
modified so that they can redevelop with 
pedestrian oriented and high density residential without having to go 
through a rezoning process,” he said. 

“This is really important for investors 


inhospitable, suburban strip. It’s a place where because they won’t be bogged down by the 



Makeover planned 
for Ridge Road 



Doug Martin 


Ridgeway is about to 
undergo a $5.9-million 
makeover. 

Ridge Road is the 
latest in a list of major 
revitalization projects 
that will be tackled by 
the Town of Fort Erie. 

Funding approvals 
from the provincial and 
federal governments to 
replace the storm and san¬ 
itary sewers and the water 
system were announced 
this summer, providing the much-needed 
financial backing for the Town. 

Above ground and more visible to the 
public will be the inspired streetscape and 
development of a village square at the inter¬ 
section with the Friendship Trail. 

“The water and sewers are shot,” said 
Mayor Doug Martin. “That’s what we were 
able to get the grants for. They provided 
the justification to implement the Ridgeway 
redevelopment plan.” 


Each of the business districts in Fort 
Erie has its unique characteristics. 

“Ridgeway is a boutique type of area 
and it draws a specific clientele and we 
want to highlight that and develop that,” he 

Residents of the neighbourhood support 
the business district because it has a com¬ 
pact nature and people can walk to where 
ever they want to go. 

Gorham Road will be developed as 


a more typical car-oriented area, while 
Ridge Road “provides the unique down¬ 
town shopping experience,” Mayor Martin 

The centerpiece of the plan is the devel¬ 
opment of the Village Square at the Friend¬ 
ship Trail. 

There has been a long-standing vision 
to develop a park on the former railway line 
and it is one of the key pieces of the revi¬ 
talization strategy for the Ridgeway core 
commercial area. 

A partnership with a private sector 
investor will be pursued to develop Town- 
owned property next to the Trail at 283 
Ridge Road. 

The land was deemed surplus and 


instead of selling it, Town Council felt that 
a partnership would enhance the Village 
Square and downtown Ridgeway in keep¬ 
ing with the overall design. 

A distinctive attribute of the Village 
Square will be an open plaza area with a 
water feature that can serve a dual purpose 
as a visual feature and a splash pad for chil- 

Also proposed are an open-air pavilion, 
extensive tree-plantings, benches and other 
comfort amenities and a railway-themed 
gateway. 

“There will be some traffic disrup¬ 
tions,” Mayor Martin said. “But then the 
finished project will really help Ridgeway’s 
business sector.” 
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Plan emphasizes Ridgeway’s village character 


“Creating a vision for the future and development of a 
strategic plan are vital to securing the government support 
and necessary financing for investments in the communi- 
tys,” says Harry Schlange CAO of the Town of Fort Erie. 

“Development of Neighbourhood Plans is a key com¬ 
ponent of building the vision for the future. They are gen¬ 
eral guides that directs development and redevelopment in 
a residential neighbourhood,” he said. 

Most recently completed was the Ridgeway Thunder 
Bay Neighbourhood Plan. 

Neighbourhood residents, community groups, Town 
Councillors and staff developed the plan through a series 
of meetings, focus groups and public sessions. 

“A vision statement was prepared to form the basis for 
the goals and objectives outlined in the plan,” said Mayor 
Doug Martin. 


“It says, ‘Our vision for Ridgeway and Thunder Bay 
is a community steeped in the old and where its village 
character is maintained while meeting the needs of all 
neighbourhood residents. In 20 years, Ridgeway Thunder 
Bay is the best little town in Niagara, a great place to live, 
work, play and visit’.” 

According to Chief Administrative Officer Harry Sch¬ 
lange, the key recommendations from the plan are: 

• Additional neighbourhood park in the northwestern 
part of Ridgeway 

• Conservation of the Mann wetland complex as a natu¬ 
ral area with the possibility of adding a boardwalk and 
interpretive area for viewing the flora and fauna 

• Community Improvement Plan for central Ridgeway, 
including a streetscape plan, a facade improvement pro¬ 
gram, gateway feature and a three-storey height restriction 


in the downtown area 

• Investigate the possibility of Heritage District desig¬ 
nation for downtown Ridgeway 

• Provision of additional off-street parking 

• Development of a “Ridgeway Civic Square” 

• Urbanization of Gorham Road 

• Development of a trail network throughout the 
neighbourhood to link key focal points and to provide 
a link from Lake Erie to the far northern section of 
Ridgeway. 

• Development of urban design guidelines for the entire 
neighbourhood 

Preparation of Neighbourhood Plans is part of the 
Town of Fort Erie’s strategy to promote good planning at 
the grass roots level and which complies with provincial 
policy. 


Major private and public investments in Fort Erie 


Douglastown Sanitary Forcemain 
Eagle Street Watermain 
NPC/Warren DAC Marina Project 
Canadian Motor Speedway 
Pettit Road Watermain 
Bridgeburg Revitalization 
Thompson Road Industrial 
Eurocopter Canada Expansion 
Rich Products Expansion 
Concession Road Ramp Removal 
Frenchmans Creek Trunk Sewer 
Kompson Commercial-Retail 
Crescent Park Storm Drainage 
Fort Erie Skatepark 
Ridge Road Reconstruction 
Crystal Beach Gateway Project 
DMI Expansion 
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Residential growth key for Bridgeburg 



Revitalization and growth 
are the bywords in strategic 
planning for Bridgeburg. 

The foundations of the 
community’s transition from 
a heavy industrial area have 
been set in the Bridgeburg 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Fort Erie Town Council 
followed up on the vision and 
recently legislated sweeping 
changes to land-use policies 
to encourage residential devel¬ 
opment on formerly industrial 
land and to rejuvenate the 
downtown commercial core 
and the Niagara River water- 

“It’s a blueprint for respon¬ 
sible growth in the 
nity, said Town Councillor 
Sandy Annunziata, a director 
of the Fort Erie Economic Development and Tourism Cor¬ 
poration. 

“It gives property owners and residents a glimpse into 
the future as we go about the process of creating a vibrant 
and sustainable neighbourhood,” he said. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is a grass-roots vision for 
Bridgeburg that emphasizes the important and unique 
strengths of the community. 

Community focus groups composed of a broad range 
of residents and businesses, major land owners and other 
community stakeholders participated in the plan’s devel¬ 
opment. 

The Neighbourhood Plan concentrates on identifying 
opportunities for additional population growth through 
intensification and brownfield development to capitalize 
on existing social, recreational and physical infrastruc- 

“Everything is there to build on as a residential com¬ 
munity,” Mr. Annunziata said. “The schools are there, the 
churches are there, all the social infrastructure as well as 
the three P’s — pavement, pipes and police.” 


asset to the revitaliza¬ 
tion of Bridgeburg and presents the opportunity for impor¬ 
tant public investment as a catalyst for residential and 
commercial growth. 

Other opportunities are available, such as the exten¬ 
sion of Jarvis Street to Thompson Road, the extension of 
Concession Road to Bridgeburg and the replacement of the 
Central Avenue Bridge. 

Town council recognized the opportunities presented 
in the plan and crafted new land-use policies in the zoning 
bylaw and official plan in October. 

Large areas of land were designated for residential 
development including the former Horton CBI property — 


Industrial uses in the core area will be encouraged 
toward other areas over the long term with the existing 
sites redeveloped for residential use, making better use of 
the existing infrastructure and creating opportunities for a 
compact, walkable community. 

“That helps put the industrial area where it should be,” 
said Mayor Doug Martin. “On the QEW. It’s prime high¬ 
way industrial land, highly visible but away from residen¬ 
tial areas.” 

Developing the industrial land for housing “brings the 
critical mass together to regenerate commercial growth on 
Jarvis Street,” he said. 


Marina proposal offers world-class resort 


Development of a world-class resort at the site of the 
Niagara Parks Commission Marina at Miller’s Creek is 
in the works. 

With 45 acres of land and waterlots, it is the only 
marina facility on the Canadian side of the upper Niag¬ 
ara River and the only public facility as far west on 
Lake Erie as Port Colborne. 

The value of the land is immense and the proposal 
forwarded by the preferred developer is worth well over 
$100 million. 

“This is an excellent opportunity to develop water 
craft tourism where boaters can land and enjoy them¬ 
selves in Fort Erie, where we are surrounded on three 
sides by water,” said Mayor Doug Martin. 

Warren DAC Corporation was chosen among a 
number of proponents by the Niagara Parks Commis¬ 


sion to make full use of the resource to enhance tourism 
and environmental management of the Niagara Park- 

“This is an innovative venture partnership that is 
sustainable and shared and helps implement our vision 
for tourism and recreation,” said Jim Thibert, general 
manager of the Fort Erie Economic Development and 
Tourism Corporation. 

The “Resort On The Niagara” project is undergoing 
design assessments following meetings with various 
approval agencies, the public and residents surrounding 
the site, said project manager Bob O’Dell. 

“Making use of an under-performing provincial 
asset, beatifying the neighbourhood and creating jobs 
in Fort Erie are the key goals of the project,” he said. 

The proposal envisions vacation accommodations 


including condominiums, hotel rooms, villas, resort 
suites and cottages and a range of hospitality ameni- 

The resort will offer a wide range of year-round 
activities and business opportunities and is strategically 
located near attractions and amenities in Fort Erie and 
Niagara Falls. 

A geothermal conductivity test has been conducted 
for the property and preliminary design for the project 
heating, cooling and water system is currently under¬ 
way,” Mr. O’Dell said. 

“It’s expected that provincial agency site develop¬ 
ment approvals will be completed by the summer of 
2010,” he said. 

Future public meetings and open house are planned 
to take place in the spring. 
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Excitement 
building for 
motor sports 



The Canadian Motor Speedway complex includes two racetracks, automotive research centre and hospitality conveniences 
and attractions for visitors. 


“Excitement is building as plans move ahead for the 
development of a major motor speedway in Fort Erie,” said 
Jim Thibert, general manager of the Fort Erie Economic 
Development and Tourism Corporation. 

More than four years in the works, the Canadian 
Motor Speedway proposal has been submitted to local and 
regional authorities for the myriad of approvals a develop¬ 
ment of this size requires. 

More than 800 acres of land has been assembled for the 
$400 million project between Bowen and Gilmore Roads 
along the QEW. 

But it is more than a car racing facility, much more. 

Along with the 65,000-seat stadium surrounding a one- 
mile oval and 2.5 mile road track, important research and 
development facilities are key to the speedway’s success. 

McMaster University’s School of Engineering is one of 
the unique potential partners. The university is consider¬ 
ing a 100,000 square foot campus for high-end automo¬ 
tive research valued at $30 million, part of the province’s 
strategy of supporting research that can be developed into 
innovative goods and services to boost the economy. 

Innovations won’t be restricted to automotive rease- 
arch but in the environmental protection of the land and 
energy conservation and management of the buildings. 

The project is financed through a Kuwaiti investment 
bank, Bayt A1 Mai. Other partners include Nascar sensa¬ 


tion Jeff Gordon. 

Also part of the proposal is extensive commercial 
development for entertainment, accommodation and hos¬ 
pitality facilities. 

“They’ve poured a tremendous amount of resources 
into it,” said Jim Thibert, general manager of the Fort Erie 
Economic Development and Tourism Corporation. 

“They’ve hired the best engineers, environmental firms, 
planners, architects to make sure that they cover all their 
bases,” he said. 

Azhar Mohammad of Emirates Consulting of Toronto, 
said 85 Ontario-based engineers have worked extensively 
over the past two years on the project. 

It is estimated that the project would create 1,200 con¬ 


struction jobs and 100 full-time permanent jobs for the 
speedway and research facility alone. On top of that are 
innumerable jobs associated with the related commercial 
development and the spin offs. 

There will also be high-skills jobs associated with the 
research campus in materials, fuels and powertrains. 

“The effect throughout the town and region is huge,” 
said Mayor Doug Martin. 

Property taxes alone could be $12 million. But the 
public benefits go beyond taxation. 

“It will help to drive important infrastructure improve¬ 
ments — water and sewers, roads and better access to the 
QEW — and open up more land for industrial develop¬ 
ment and really market the Fort Erie location,” he said. 


‘Full-time’ efforts to save horse racing 


Efforts to save horse racing at the Fort Erie Race Track 
have been the top priority for the Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation. 

“The EDTC has been working on this for 40 hours a 
week for three years,” said Mayor Doug Martin. 

This year, a partnership of the EDTC, the Town 
of Fort Erie and the Horsemen’s Benevolent and Pro¬ 
tective Association have 

been working on an ini- “Fort Erie is 

tiative to operate the race- _ 

track and to preserve the 

immense economic benefits of the track and the thousands 
of jobs that rely on it. 

A non-profit corporation has been established called 
the Fort Erie Thoroughbred Racing Consortia which is 
negotiating to lease the racetrack operations. 

Racing was made possible in 2009 through a $2.25 
million payment from the Consortia to offset the losses 
that Nordic Gaming has incurred over a number of years 
and which jeopardized continued horse racing. 

Over the course of the year, Deloitte Consulting was 
retained to develop a business model that would help the 
Fort Erie Race Track become more stable and sustain¬ 
able. 

A five-year plan was developed that could serve as a 
pilot project for all struggling racetracks in the province 
and strengthen the horse racing industry overall. 


“The current ‘racino’ model which provides 10 per cent attract more betting revenue which will contribute to addi- 
of gross revenues from slot machines to the track owner tional racing days, bringing the total race dates to 80 or 
and 10 per cent for purse awards had no foundation in more,” Mr. Thibert said. 

a well-planned business plan,” said Jim Thibert, general As a not-for-profit agency, the Consortia would apply 
manager of the EDTC. resources to better meet the needs of horse racing, such as 

“Within that provincial model, there was no real busi- capital investment in facilities, marketing and purse sizes, 
ness plan model and no real performance targets estab- “All the efforts will be singularly focused on the health 

of the thoroughbred 

in the middle of a hyper-competitive gaming market” industry^ 

Parties who have 


fished,” he said. “Many tracks simply relied 
revenue to subsidize racing.” 

In the Consortia’s proposal, the provincial government 
would retain all the slots revenue that would normally be property 
paid to the track owner and the HBPA and contribute $15 
million per year to the Consortia to help fund operations 
and purses. 


slots shown interest in purchasing the racetrack have agreed to 
the business model proposed by the Consortia. 

The plan offers opportunities to collaborate with the 
and a lease of the racing facilities encour- 
;s investment in other attractions and services on site. 
Closer cooperation between the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation, which operates the slots casino, and 


horsemen earned from slots revenue in 2003,” Mr. Thibert “This is a relatively small investment by the province 
said. to ensure the economic impact of racing in Niagara con- 

From this contribution, $6 million would go toward tinues and to maintain the infrastructure to attract more 
a minimum — a 60-day U.S. visitors to Ontario,” Mr. Thibert said. 

“Fort Erie is in the middle of a hyper-competitive 
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Partnership key to rejuvenation 


The new Crystal Beach Gateway project at Bay Beach 
could lead the community to a bright future as the pre¬ 
miere destination in Niagara for year-round living, enter- 


The multi-million dollar project is also a bold step in 
a strategic partnerships to enhance public property and 
drive economic development in Fort Erie. 

The Town has entered a partnership with a major 
Ontario developer to build high-rise condominiums on 
waterfront land and create first class public amenities for 
the adjacent public beach. 

The building features a modem and fresh design and 
87 residential units for year-round living. The ground level 
is largely reserved for public uses, such as year-round 
public viewing, pavilion, concessions and other indoor 
amenities. 

An outdoor plaza — for all Fort Erie residents and vis¬ 
itors — will feature a beachside promenade, pedestrian 
avenue and numerous landscaped island features and gen¬ 
erous greenery tying in with the natural vegetation of the 


“The beach will be saved, access will be there and the 
amenities that the people want will be gained,” said Mayor 
Doug Martin. property 

Crystal Beach has changed dramatically since the days cated to the 
when visitors and residents from all over town spent their The Crystal Beach Gateway project will be a model 
summer weekends in the village because of the attraction for growth on the lakeside properties westward which will 
- reduce the per capita costs to pro- 

Waterfront condominium proposul IS (l cutulyst and seasonally, populated cottage 
for economic development and beach acquisition n *“c“ the 

:w development will be success- 



of the amusement park which closed in 1989. 


fid,” Mayor Martin said. “Because it’s in the private sector 


“Over the last number of years it’s been going through and they are investing their dollars to make it work and in 


a rebirth of people moving in, but it’s not enough to have 
quiet beach to enjoy for such a short period of f 
summer,” he said. 


their experience they think this is a good place i 
the and that it will grow.” 

The Molinaro Group has been involved in the con- 
“Every economic development effort needs a corner- struction and development of 10,000 residential units plus 

stone as a catalyst for more good things.” Mayor Martin a million square feet of commercial space in Burlington, 

said. Toronto, Hamilton, Windsor and Niagara. 

“The developer will provide the amenities that are The company specializes in high-rise waterfront devel- 
going to make the whole thing work, and it will be an eco- opments “which are architecturally distinct and exquisitely 


thrived based around redevelopment projects initiated by 
the Molinaro Group, said Jim Thibert, general manager of 
the Fort Erie EDTC. 

“They are a quality, family-owned company with 
values similar to ours,” he said. 

The Crystal Beach Gateway is a project that has been 
in the making since the Town of Fort Erie purchased the 
4.6-acre property in 2001 for more than $2 million. 

When Town Councillors agreed to buy the land, they 
had set as a goal that the Town would tty to recover its 
investment in the property and use it to kick-start rejuve¬ 
nation of the neighbourhood. 

Experienced developers with a solid reputation for 
inspired projects were sought and Council chose the 
Molinaro Group whose projects in Burlington have been 
instrumental in the transformation of the area into a desir¬ 
able year-round community. 

“One of our strategic objectives is to enhance the image 
of the community and improve the quality of life for cur¬ 
rent and future residents,” said Mayor Martin. 

“This project demonstrates that Fort Erie is committed 
to the future and is a desirable place to invest,” he said. 


Latest retail development reflects 
confidence, optimism in local market 


Confidence in Fort Erie’s retail markets continues to 
grow as the vacant site of a long-gone nightclub is being 
turned into a vibrant retail and commercial centre. 

Retailers are beginning to occupy prime spaces on 
Garrison Road as part of a $5 million two-phased com¬ 
mercial development. 

It is being built by David Kompson, who has already 
constructed over $30 million worth of new and successful 
projects in Fort Erie over the last 10 years. 

Across the road from his Park Plaza development, the 
new plaza at 1267 Garrison Road occupies the vacant land 
where Ryan’s Nightclub once stood and which had been 
closed since the mid 1990’s. 

The first phase features retail space that adds to a bur¬ 
geoning business district developing on the heavily trav¬ 


eled highway. 

The second phase to be built beside the retail centre 
will be more suited to office space. 

The two buildings will total more than 26,000 square 
feet and feature unique architectural design elements. 

“We’ll have a beautiful courtyard with a water feature 
in a park-like setting,” offering a better view for people in 
the buildings instead of bricks and mortar, Mr. Kompson 

“When a developer like David builds something like 
this, it’s a real boost to Fort Erie,” said Jim Thibert, gen¬ 
eral manager of the Fort Erie Economic Development and 
Tourism Corporation. 

“We see things happening as residents, but developers 
have to be ahead of the curve. What’s happening here is 



very good news,” he said, 

The plaza provides an opportunity for new businesses 
to come to town and for existing ones to expand. 

“It’s industrial developments that people talk about, but 
it’s retail developments that they see and deal with on a 
daily basis,” Mr. Thibert said. 

“The jobs that will be created in the retail sector 
because of this development are just as important as jobs 
in the industrial sector,” he said. 
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DMI expansion to capture 
even bigger projects ahead 



With another expansion of its manufacturing facilities 
about ready to go online, DMI Industries sees nothing but 
good news ahead. 

The maker of giant towers for the burgeoning wind energy 
market has doubled in size since the Stevensville plant opened 
in 2006. 

Based in North Dakota, DMI has established itself at the 
forefront of manufacturing wind towers and opened the first 
manufacturing facility of its kind in Fort Erie at the former 
location of an autoparts maker. 

DMI is an evolution success story as heavy industries 
reposition themselves in a changing economy. 

Production will ramp up again when a new assembly bay 
comes on stream in January in preparation for a large wave of 
orders as customers catch up on their large-scale power gen¬ 
erating projects that were postponed during the recession of 
2009. 

“Everything we make here will be going to projects in 
Ontario,” said general manager Tony Claroni. “There’s a big 
emphasis now on alternate energy sources like wind, espe¬ 
cially in Ontario, and we are in a very good position.” 

A large number of employees are being called back and 
employment levels and production will reach 2008 levels in 
the coming year, he said. 

“We’ve got every trade in here except plumbers,” Mr. 
Claroni said — certified welders, millwrights, electricians, 
machine operators. Painting is also a big job and it’s under¬ 
taken on a “huge scale” along with the pre-coating blasting 
that’s done before hand. 

The items the painters are handling are steel cylinders, 
nearly five metres in diameter and 20 metres long. The cans 
are made from steel plates cut and rolled into shape, welded 
together and sent to be painted. 

After painting, interior fittings such as ladders and electri¬ 
cal conduits are installed and the finished product is moved 
out to be picked up the customer. 

The customer assembles the sections up to 100 metres 
high and installs the power generating components on top. 

“When this place is going full blast, you can’t move out 
here,” Mr. Claroni said, waving his arm over the acres of 
work yard and storage area. 

“With new energy industries kicking in, we’ll see levels 
go up even again,” he said. 

The new expansion will help accommodate manufactur¬ 
ing of even taller towers, up to 120 metres, as the size of tur¬ 
bines and rotors increases. 


Eurocopter marks 25 years in Fort Erie 


The average age of the turbine helicop¬ 
ter fleet in Canada is more than 25 years 
which is about the same amount of time 
that Fort Erie has been at the lead of heli¬ 
copter manufacturing. 

Eurocopter Canada Limited (ECL) has 
become the number one supplier of new 
helicopters in Canada from its plant on 
Gilmore Road and is well-placed to ser¬ 
vice and replace the aging fleet in Cana¬ 
dian markets. 

With 200 employees, it is one of the 
Town’s largest employers, and the jobs rep¬ 
resent high-valued, high-skill jobs in engi¬ 
neering and aerospace manufacturing. 

Last year the company built a 50,000 
square-foot addition to its existing 85,000 
square-foot facility, marking the occasion 
with a ceremony featuring government and 
corporate officials from its parent company 
Eurocopter Group. 

The former French ambassador to 
Canada, Daniel Jouanneau, was among a 
stellar group of dignitaries who attended 
the ceremony. 

“The growth of Eurocopter in Ontario 
22 The Fort Erie TIMES Saturday, 


is a vote of confidence in the province’s 
strong business climate, skilled workforce, 
and competitive tax regime,” said former 
Ambassador Jouanneau. 

“It shows that global companies like 
Eurocopter are committed to making long¬ 
term investments in countries such as 
Canada.” 

A subsidiary of the leading supplier of 
helicopters in the world, ECL celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in May. 

Later in the year, Federal Minister of 
Labour Rona Ambrose toured the Fort Erie 
facility and commended the company’s 
performance as an aerospace leader and its 
commitment to employee safety. 

Eurocopter Group has produced more 
than 10,000 helicopters for 2,800 custom¬ 
ers in 140 countries. Eurocopter Group 
offers the largest range of commercial and 
military helicopters in the world. 

From its plant in Fort Erie, the com¬ 
pany has supplied 560 helicopters for 160 
customers in Canada. 

Assembling brand new helicopters is 
only part of the story for Eurocopter 
December 19, 2009 


Canada. Extensive work is done in retro¬ 
fitting, option development, conversions, 
repairs and overhauls of the existing heli¬ 
copter fleet. 

The company also offers pilot and air¬ 
craft maintenance engineer training at its 
Fort Erie training school. 

As for its industrial capabilities, the 
company manufactures composite compo¬ 
nents for the main assembly lines in Europe 
which puts ECL on the global map as an 
important element of Eurocopter’s global 
supply chain. 

The company last year opened a logistic 
centre in Richmond, BC, to provide tech¬ 
nical support, spare parts distribution and 
other services for its Canadian customers. 

Western Canada is a burgeoning market 
for Eurocopter Canada, as the majority of 
its sales are to utility and resource develop¬ 
ment companies in the petroleum, mining 
and lumber sectors. Significant sales are 
also made in Ontario and Quebec. 

Law enforcement, air ambulance, cor¬ 
porate and tourism sectors are important 
markets for the company as well. The com¬ 


pany currently holds an 80 per cent market 
share in the law enforcement segment. 

Guy Joannes took over the helm of 
Eurocopter Canada, assuming the role of 
president and chief executive officer of the 
company in October. 

Most recently, Mr. Joannes was in 
charge of business development of Euro¬ 
copter Group’s activities in India. 

“I look forward to heading up Eurocop¬ 
ter Canada and developing the business in 
this great country together with the opera- 

“ECL will continue to invest in training 
for its skilled personnel and engineering 
with the development of technical projects 
and growth of its industrial capabilities to 
satisfy both the Canadian and worldwide 
markets,” he said. 

“We have a very good and close work¬ 
ing relationship with Eurocopter, said Jim 
Thibert of the Fort Erie EDTC. 

“The Town recognizes how important 
the aerospace sector is in Fort Erie and we 
will continue to support Eurcopter’s expan- 
















Community 




Fort Erie resident Amy Skelton and her seven-month-old St. Bernard “Junior” at last week¬ 
end’s Pet Pics with Santa at Fort Erie Fire Department Station no. 2. Santa Claus was played 
by council’s representative on the SPCA's board of directors Martha Lockwood. Almost $400 
was raised throughout the day. 


Mary Deak, left, and Rita Buttigieg of Bubbles n’ Bows Professional Pet Grooming 
delivering a collection of pet food to the Fort Erie SPCA’s general manager Roy 
Pastorius last week. The food was gathered by students at Crystal Beach Public 
School. 
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M ay you and your family enjoy the many blessings 
that give true meaning to tfie hoMay season. 

We feet privileged and blessed 
to have you. as our neighbours. 

Rich Products CARING For CUSTOMERS LIKE ONLY A FAMILY CAN 1 
of Canada, Ltd. www.richs.com 



Davidson 
Funeral Homes 

Fort Erie Chapel 

21 Wintemute St., Fort Erie 
905-871-2702 

JOE BUJAN 

Director 

www. davidsonfuneralhomes ., 


Here’s hoping 
the holidays 
find you surrounded by 
the warmth of 
good friends and 
the love of 
family members. 

All the best for a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 


May nature’s peace 
and joy flow into 
your heart this 



DOUG 
MARTIN 
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Season's 

Greetings 



BOB STECKLEY 


Councillor-Ward 3 

It’s the most 
wonderful time 
of the year, 
and I hope it 
brings you 
much joy! 



Thank 
you 

for ^ 
visiting 
us 
this 
year. 

Carroll’s 

Bowling 

Lanes 

7 Klauck St. 
Fort Erie 

871-0818 


With Wishes For An 

©ldjfashioned 

Christmas 



fay all/ 

ieau±ie6/ of tlce/ 
\eGAGtry tle' (fGUAA/. 


577 Industrial Dr., Fort Erie 

( 905 ) 871-7882 



We share 
the same 


JOYS OF 
THE SEASON 


iVlay this Christmas season bring you 
the joy of family and friends. 


? s 

If ^ 


Dean Demizio Insurance Agency Ltd 

Dean Demizio, Agent 

1321 Garrison Road • Fort Erie, ON L2A1P3 


LIKE AG 



STATE HARM IS THERE.® 

Providing Insurance and Financial Services Xj, 
statelarmca™ » Stale Farm « Aurora, Ontario^ij 


t^^erry 6ii ristmas, 

t^Kppy^ 4 ar 

<Sc thanks to all our 
loyal friends and customers 
from Happy Jack’s. 



Make Your Reservations 
for New Years Eve, New Years Day 
or Chinese New Years (Feb. 21,2010) 

4 


Restaurant & Patio Ltd. 

98 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie • 905-871-3970 

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 1 lam -11pm, 

:mail: happyjacksrestaurant67@hotmail.con 

- Delivery Available - 
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Fort Erie 
Tim-br Mart 

Wishes You 
Happy Holidays 
and a 

Safe and Prosperous 
New Year. 

We look forward to helping you 
build your dreams in 2010. 

m 


"“iSS 

www.timbnnart.ca 
584 Garrison Road • Fort Erie 

905 - 871-3648 


St. Philomena Catholic School students Alexander Brewster, left, Nikolas McNamee, Hayden Longboat and Wesley 
Doornekamp performing at the “Joy To All the World” Christmas play on Wednesday. 


May you and your 
family experience the 
joy, love and peace that 
is the true meaning 
of Christmas. 
l/l/e are very grateful 
for your friendship and 
patronage, and look 
forward to serving you 
again in the near future. 

B. Patterson 
Chrysler Jeep 

H 

527 Garrison Rd. 
Fort Erie 

905 - 871-4461 


mwm 

mQTXURAHl 
& TXVtRH 

m m m m 

««» 

Closed Christmas Day 
Open New Year’s Day 
90 Niagara Blvd, Fort Erie 

905 - 871-2422 






fjuem the TfJeMifiCMent & Staffi 
Here’s hoping every happiness comes your way 
throughout this holiday season and beyond! 
Many thanks for your loyal support. 

Rosehiii Auction 

DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

1754 Garrison Road (at Rosehiii Rd.) 
905-871-1482 

CLOSED December 24 th , 25 th and 26 th 
OPEN December 29 th , 30 th and 31 st - 9am-4:30pm 
CLOSED 

OPEN 


ju 

Kim Craitor 
r mpp 


Fort Erie Niagara Falls 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 






























AKTCMI* 


M5TAUHANT 


Open 7 Days a Week 
at 8 am 

• Breakfast • Lunch 
• Dinner 


To all of you from the 
management & staff. 
Christmas should be in our 
hearts everyday. 

e- I 

Gift Certificates 
available 
in ami amount 


Serving the Community 
for Over 25 Years 


199 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 

905 - 871-5344 


he stockings are 
hung, and the 
mistletoe, too. 
We have presents 
to buy, there’s 
so much to do. 

As we pause and 
reflect, we’re so 
thankful this year 
for good friends 
like you who bring 
us good cheer. 

McCOOEYi S 


7 Dufferin Street at Klauck, 
Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 2T4 

905-871-PART 

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fit 9-5:30, 
Saturday 9-2, Wed. & Sun. Closed 


www.robnicholsonmp.com 

Niagara Falls / Niagara-orvthe-Lake 905-353-9590 Fort Erie 905-871-9991 


We hope Santa 
brings you 
everything your 
heart desires. 

16 

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 

of Greater Fort Erie 

Building Futures Through Friendship 

20 Lewis Street, Fort Erie 

Phone 905-871-8836 
Fax 905-871-8405 


n 

Wishing You 
A Happy & 
HealthyJ-loliday 
Season! 

Let us 

"straighten you out" 
in the New Year 


70 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie 

905 - 871-2193 


Executive director of the South Niagara Life Centre Martha Beroud handing out some holiday treats to two year-old 
Breanah Bailey while siblings Cooper and Bryce patiently wait for their turn at the recent Spirit of Christmas celebration 
in Ridgeway. 


We hope your holiday 
is decorated with 
love, laughter 
and friendship. 
May the blessings of 
the season surround 
you and bring you 
much happiness and 
good fortune 
throughout the year. 


Scotiabank 

Life. 

Money. 

Balance both. ™ 

County Fair Mall 
200 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 

905 - 871-5824 
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Fitness 


be fitted with 


andmik 


Rebecca Prouix 

296 Ridge Road 
Ridgeway 

905-894-9100 

www.flirtfitness.ca 


Rejoice in the 
Gifts of the Season 

May Christmas deliver the 
best gifts of all to you and 
yours this year: 

Peace, Love, Health, 
Happiness & Friendship 


aero-safe 

technologies inc. 

1767 Pettit Rd., Fort Erie 
905-871-1663 


The 

wishes you a most 0 
blessed Christmas 
as we^mbrace 
God's greatest gift - 
His Son Jesus. 
Sincerely 

Tim Whitfield 


Happy 

Holidays 

to all from the Board & 
Staff of the 

Fort Erie 
Public 
Library 


Holiday Hours: 
December 24 th and 
December 31 st 
Morning Hours 

Centennial & Crystal Ridge 
Stevensville 

Closed December 20 th , 
25 th , 26 th & 27 th 
Closed January 
1 st , 3 rd & 10 th 

www.forterie.library.on.ca 


Nick Heinen, left, Marisha Heinen, Jacob Heinen, Eve Anderson, Jack Anderson and Mat Anderson enjoying a carriage 
ride at the recent Spirit of Christmas event in Ridgeway under the guidance of Claire Forbes from Sentinel Carriages in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 


Sections 

Grteiuufs 

Wishing you/a 
joyous holiday season 

Our Best Wishes 
for a safe & 

WONDERFUL 

C fffe&uytn/1 

and all the best 
in the New Year 



10:0fF am-4:00pm^ 
CLOSED January 1 st 
OPEN January 2 nd 

10:00 am-4:00 pm 


Wilson 


Floor Design 

^BSL 

sT-a and 

“ SSKP 

Business Success & Loan Centre Fort Erie 

Knowledge, Guidance, Financing 
(formerly BDC) 


45 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie 

905-871-7331 

905T94-2?7? 


_ re celebrate the gift 
of the Saviour let us 
continue to show the 
generosity of the season 
throughout the year. 
With love, 

Martha J. Lockwood 

Cajun, Allie, Lester, 
Duncan, Vincenzo & Jack 
Councillor-Ward 5 


^Tjaythe 

spirit of the 
Holidays bless 
you and keep 
you safe. 


From My Family 


yours, a sincere 
wish of hope, health 
and prosperity. 

Sandy 

Annunziata 

[ CounciliorWard OneJ| 
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News 


BSL says everything is ‘business as 
usual’ with new name and logo 

Kms DuBfi application fee. its clients to formulate a business 

limes Staff Anyone who walks through the plan or revise one that has been in 

_ doors, inquiring about beginning a the works previously and just 

new business venture will receive a needs some fine tuning, 
business start-up guide, which is For more information about the 
w name and a new the first step in getting to know the BSL and the several programs and 
logo...the Business fundamentals of getting started. services it offers, call (905) 871 
" " ' ~ The BSL also works closely with 7331. 


With 
look tc 

Success and Loan Centre Fort Erie 
(BSL) is saying things are 'business 

Formerly known as the Fort 
Erie Business Development 
Centre (BDC), a list of opportuni¬ 
ties for current or or aspiring busi¬ 
ness owners is still available 
through the many services and pro¬ 
grams offered at the non-profit 
organization located on Jarvis 
Street. 

Office Manager Helen 
McCreadie said the name change 
needed to be implemented because 
the old acronym sounded quite 
similar to other non-profit organi¬ 
zations around the Niagara region. 

"The BDC really started to get 
confused with a lot of other organ¬ 
izations," said McCreadie. 

In May, the BSL will be cele¬ 
brating its 25-year anniversary and 
McCreadie said right now was an 
appropriate time to re-brand and 
attempt to make Niagara residents 
more aware of what is available at 
the local business loan centre. 

"Basically, all 
our services 


Installation of Ice Boom 
begins this week 

You can tell winter has as well as the cost of oper- 


Placement of the 22 York Power Authority and 
spans of the Lake Erie- Ontario Power 

Niagara River ice boom Generation, 
started this week, an annu- Installation, operation 
al measure taken to reduce and removal of the boom is 




realize we are. 

available for n< 
or existing busi- I 
nesses located in 
Niagara. The 
BSL provides 
financing for 
both start-up 
and expansion 
business ven- 

available for the 
purchase of fixed 
assets, leasehold 
improvements, 
inventory financ¬ 
ing and working 
capital and a 
subject to 


m 


*2 5.« 


Full Colour Photograph 
with baby's name & birthdate 

Joronly* 24 95 

If you want your newborn son or 
daughter to be a part of this feature 
in early January 2010 please call 

x Times 

905-871-3100 

Deadline January 4th, 2010 


the amount of ice entering done by the Niagara Power 
the Niagara River. 

As a result of the boom, 


Authority and monitored 
on behalf of the 

jams in the river and International Joint 

damage to shoreline prop- Commission by its 

erty has been minimized International Board of 


has been maintained. 

Use of the ice 1 
authorized by 
International Joint 16th...whichever 

Commission. Ownership, 


when the Lake’s tempera¬ 
ture reaches four degrees 
the Celsius or on Dec. 


Bricks 




Marc Aquilina, left, Mona Andrews-MacDonald, Janine Whitaker and Helen 
McCreadie of the Business Success and LOan Centre Fort Erie showcasing the 
non-profit’s new name and logo that took effect earlier this month. 


If you have a brick or bouquet send it to 
editorial@forterietimes.com or phone 905-871-3100, 
ext. 210 and leave a message 

Bouquet Bouquet 

To all the people who do To people who are get- 
small things to continually ting into the Christmas 
improve their lives and the spirit or have been for the 
lives of others. Smiling for last several weeks. For 
no reason works well to lift some people, this can be a 
people’s spirits. Thank you depressing time of year but 
to the people who check on for those who decorate 
others to see if they need their homes or wear a 
help to shovel the side- Santa Claus hat in public- 
walks in front of their home I thank you. 
and offer assistance to help Bouquet 
if they need it. To everyone who has 

Brick donated to local charities 

To the person or persons this time of year. Even if it 
who took the candy cane is a small amount, it can 
lights from the side yard of still go a long way and put a 
the Ridgeway Legion on few smiles on someone’s 
South Mill Street. We hope face, 
you took the time to thank Brick 
our veterans while you To the person who has 
were at it. left a pile of garbage two 

Brick weeks in a row near 

To establishments that Schooley and Michener 
have incredibly large pot Roads. Let’s try to keep our 
holes in their parking lots, town clean. 

Please spend some money Bouquet 
and fix them so I don’t have To all the local schools 

to buy a new car or take who held wonderful 
time off work because I Christmas shows over the 
broke my ankle in one of last two weeks. It’s so nice 
these giant craters. to see these kids having 

such a good time. 
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’ 175 hp 3.3L Flex Fuel V6 engine with automatic transmission • Air conditioning • Media Centre 130 CD/MP3 radio • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS 
’ Electronic Stability Program (ESP™) with Traction Control • 3rd row Stow ’n Go® seating • Advanced multistage front air bags & side-curtain air bags 


; 


6(/t4A 


.IDAY 


CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 

- 19,998 © 0 % 

INCLUDES s 6,500 CONSUMER CASH'/FREE PAYMENT OFFF'' 

$ 11Q i 0.25 

I # BIWEEKLY X VARIABLE 
■ # PAYMENT mm FOR UP TO 


OR CHOOSE OUR MOST COMPELLING PAYMENT OFFER EVER! 




HWY: 8.4L/100 km (34mpg) 4 
CITY: 12.BL/100 km (22 m Pe ) 

'k'k'k'k'k 

NHTSA 5 Star Frontal and Side Impact* 


FROM COMPACT CARS TO HEAVY-DUTY TRUCKS WE HAVE WHAT'S ON YOUR WISH LIST. 


Our offers now include up toin free payments plus up to y (°)p(OJ(U(U in 
Consumer Cash and (o)% ++ purchase financing on virtually all our 2010 models. 




SIRIUS*/ 
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Sports 


Newly acquired backup goalie 
shines in Meteors 7-4 win 


shots. That alone doesn’t se 
like a formidable feat, but a 
pled with a team severely lack- 


goals from Chris Lane, Baxter, 
Mike Nedilsky and Liam Carr. 
Holding a 5-3 lead in the 


,,, . - .. , . - , “We could possibly have i^nouuis saiu me icsun ui 

Warriors earher this year, the ^ best 

one-two combination everyone working hard on the 
veteran noaltender thought his gQalies the league - said ice J as the reas0 n for the win> 

head coach Yvan Charrois. as young players stepped up 


wunour a emo to play for, to prove and if he keeps up th5 “It’s a big 
Sauer asked the Fort Erie gQ £ d attitude we ^ ^ a get ahead ourselves> .> said 


“[Colton’s] got something and filled in nicely. 


phenomenal duo.” 


Meteors if there would be 
spot available on their roster. 

After releasing former backup 
goaltender Trevor Pearce, 

Sauer’s new team has wel¬ 
comed him with open arms 
and he has been impressing 

, , , . help Fort Erie earn the 7-4 

Uns is the best dressing ^ the Midwest 
room I have ever been in by c K onfcrcni 
far,” said the backup goal- 
tender for Fort Erie after their 


Charrois. “All year I’ve been 


The w 


r H ecen ‘ ™ gainst lQsin streak & the M 4 ors 
Stratford on Wednesday. “The and ^ them out of the 
chemistry in here is unreal and „ Unrcflc , o 

Golden Horseshoe 


The Meteors don’t play at 
Midwestern home again until Boxing Day 
5’s Stratford when they will host Sauer’s 
former team. Fort Erie is in 
snaps a four-game Cambridge tonight for anoth- 
-league game. 


everybody loves everybody. rnnf prpnpp , 

Fort Erie is a gem community for ^ tim£ being 


in and play for.’ 

Sauer’s second life 
given the Fort Erie tea 
boost now with starting goal- 
tender Adrian Volpe out with • , ... 

an illness for at least a week. tlC l l1 u P. a ^ m late ’ 
In his first two starts against 
St. Catharines and Thorold, 

Sauer gave up 11 goals on 79 


Mike Baxter opened 
up the scoring early in 
the first period for Fort 


The Meteors opened 
t up in the second peri¬ 
od scoring four more on 



^Times 


The Ernes office will be closed 
December 25th-December 28th & 
January lst-January 3rd. 
Please note the early deadlines for 


ads throughout the holidays for the 
Ernes & Shopping Times. 


December 19® December 15® - 3pm 
^December 23“* December 16® - 1pm 
December 26® December 18® - 3pm 
December 30® December 23“* - 1pm 
January 2 nd December 29® - lOai 
January 6® December 30® - 2pm 
"January 9® January 6® - 3pm 


"Your Hometown Newspaper since 1895” 

1 SHOPPING 
"Times 



Lesley & Penny 
Specialize in Customer Service & Satisfaction 

j 14 Jarvis St., Fort Erie • 905-871-2 713 j 



Goaltender Colton Sauer positions himself to make the save in Wednesday 
night’s home game against the Stratford Cullitons. The Meteors success against 
teams in different divisions continued as they took the contest 7-4. 



Christmas Eve 
at River Crossings 

• Candlelight Service 
* Carol Singing & Special Music I 
• Refreshments & 

Christmas Desserts 
at 6:00 pm 

at Crystal Ridge Community Centre 
99 Ridge Rd., Ridgeway 

ra s aa-iy- 

Stevensvule 
<4» United Brethren! 
po Church 

Join Us For Our 

Candlelight Christmas, 
Eve Service 

at 6:30 p.m 


Trinity 

Lutheran 

Church 

171 Bertie Street 
Fort Erie 

| Christmas Services | 

December 24* 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

7:30 p.m. 

Late Eucharist Service 
11:00 p.m. 
December 25* 
Christmas Day Service 
10:00 a.m. 
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Community 


Murder mystery theme working for FESS drama program 


Mait Day 


With roaring laughs and a booming 
applause from some of Fort Erie’s ele¬ 
mentary school students, Vince 
Marinaccio t hink s that’s enough evi¬ 
dence Fort Erie Secondary School’s 
most recent production was a success. 

The murder mystery entitled Fishy 
Business was written by former stu¬ 
dents of his and when his children’s 
theatre program students first saw the 
script, it was widely accepted as the 
play to put on. 

The story is about a small-town 
community and a local hero and fish¬ 
erman who is about to break a fishing 
record. Once it is found out he has 
been killed, a host of hilarious and 
wacky events take place in order to 
bring the culprits to justice. 

As part of the curriculum, the sen¬ 
ior class had to adapt the play and 
tweak it to fit to a younger audience. 
Once completed, the performances 
were shown to the FESS feeder 
schools this week. 

“The kids definitely brought it up a 
notch,” said Marinaccio. “As the per¬ 
formances went on, they got more 


relaxed and a lot more excited.” 

The class had been working on the 
play since the beginning of the year, as 
well as preparing for yet another mur¬ 
der mystery the drama program will 
be performing at the Sears Drama 
Festival later on in March. 

Marinaccio said the success of the 
play was largely in part to the elemen¬ 
tary school students learning a bit 
about the characters and actors before 
watching the performances. 

“We put together study guides for 
the schools and it paid off because 
after the play there was a question 
and answer period that took nearly 
half an hour. The kids really liked 
interacting with the actors.” 

Now that Fishy Business is over 
with, the drama students will be put¬ 
ting their attention on the much dark¬ 
er murder mystery entitled Blood 
Relations. That play is centered 
around the 1892 murder case involv¬ 
ing Lizzie Borden. 

“We want the focus to be on quali¬ 
ty acting and to impress the judges at 
the prestigious festival.” 

Marinaccio said he is proud to see 
how much some of his students have 
grown and honed in on their skills in 
his years at FESS. 


Paterak’s 

LANDSCAPING & SUPPLY 

Live 

QknUtmoA 

,$ 19 " 



* Many Varieties & Sizes 

fajpoinsettias 



Inspector Robert Rideout, played by Ross Gorie, searches for clues around one of the town’s 
professors, played by Lauren Hennessy. Fort Erie Secondary School’s adaptation of Fishy Business 
was performed this week in front of some of the town's elementary school students, much to the 
delight of all audience members. 



A HEARTFELT DONATION TO THE SPCA 

Gina Ramkisson donated $300 to the Fort Erie SPCA on Thursday. She said it's an organization she 
has supported her whole life and just wanted to give back to them, especially at this time of year. 
Manager Ray Pastorius, right, said the money will be going towards food and supplies as the Jarvis 
Street office tries to accomodate about 80 different animals. Those who wish to donate can do so 
by contacting the SPCA at 905-871-2461. Monetary donations and used supplies are being taken. 
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dassifiedextraxa 


m U Zc^. Li b sr Cj isssr ssr 

mi sr |Qj »—«— gj B , sssr m •— m —- 


~YaHooI 



Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: forterietimes.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 


Seasonal 

Greetings 


w imis 


& neighbours 
from Donna 
& Edna Biggins, 
Trisha, Damien 
& Elijah Robinson 


Computers Ai 6 o 


I fully 
ig 19" 


| OPPORTUNITY! 


1-866-541-6757 


Miscellaneous 

t 

CALIFORNIA SHUT- 



Lessons A330 
& Training 


! Limited 


Horses/ A370 


Bonneville SSEI Turbo. 

needs' body work,' $950 
obo. (905)892-8014.^ 


Apartments A600 
Furnished 


Weekly i 
Weekly $21 
(905)894-17£ 


CRYSTAL BEACH Si 


Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year 

May your holiday season be full of the 
joyful traditions that make 
this time of year so special. 

The Ford Family 


Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 







nee 1 North en 
!. Fresh pai 


EjJJSL 2 . 

beac a h 5 in' n Tt 


rity deposit required. C 
Trish at 289-241-9927. 


Employment 


please 6 cal^ (905)382- 


Coming 

Events 


Gerry (905)894-1879^ 


just right for your ad? 

ilassifiedextra.ca 


1-866-541-6757 and 


YOGA CLASSES i 


@yahoo.ca/( h 9 e 05 b )894- 
0936 Barbara Fotherbv 


YOGA REGISTRATION 


Fort Erie 

Luxury Apartment^ 

LOWER MODERN APARTMENT 


With 1100 sq.ft, wood and tile floors. 2 
bedrooms and computer room. Included 
are stove, fridge, dishwasher, gas fire¬ 
place, laundry and central air. Adult style 
of living and no pets. Location is 43 
Murray St. First and last required, 
$800.00/month plus utilities. Please call 
Hank at 905-329-4828 or 905-871-4179. 


Lost 
& Found 


LOST: GIFT CARDS 



dassifiedextraxa 

All over Ontario! 
1-866-541-6757 


Business S370 
Services 





EYE CATCHING 
Ask our Readers. 

THEY LOVE 
The Classifieds. 

7am -7pm 
Monday - Friday 
& Saturday 
8am -3pm 
Let us know what 
you want to 
advertise. 

OTMTIW 


1-866-541-6757 


Business/ S 38 
Franchise Opps 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 
strongly urge read¬ 
ers to investigate 
potential BUSINESS 
and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money in 
response to any 


COM 


1 - 866 - 541 - 
doutforyo 

dassifiedextraxa 


Computer S 382 


Compi 

Servic 


ices 


( 905 ) 991 ^ 0219 .^ 11 - 
guter S^vice, Repairs, 
Garrison (Park 
L; Closed Sun. 




Advertising 
makes sense 
1-866-541-6757 



NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS AND OTHERS 

IN THE ESTATE OF 
JENNIE FLORENCE MARIE GREEN 


Florence Marie Green, late of the Town of Fort Erie, in the 
Regional Municipality ofNiagara, who died on the 18th day 
of November 2009, are notified to: 1 1 1 


.date the Estate will be di, _. 

only to claims of which the undersigned shall tt_ 

notice, and the undersigned will not be liable to any perso 
of whose claim the undersigned shall not then have notice 


Apartments* 


Fort Erie 

’SVl 


LOWER APARTMENT 

With 1200 sq.ft, with 1 bedroom. Included 
are stove, fridge, dishwasher, gas fire¬ 
place and laundry room. Adult style of 
living and no pets. Location is 139 Battery 
St. First and last required. $700.00/month 
plus utilities except water. Please call 
Hank at 905-329-4828 or 905-871-4179. 


| opportunity! 


_ January of 2010, Lifestyles 

solutions is looking for a 

EXPERIENCED SALES & CUSTOMER 
SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 

business. Our business is well 


after 1 year of gainful employment. 


NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND OTHERS 

IN THE ESTATE OF RICHARD EARL CROOP 

All persons having claims against the estate of Richard 
Earl Croop, late of the Town of Fort Erie, Regional 
Municipality of Niagara, who died on the 31st day of 

undersie 


undersigned on or before the 1st day of February 2010, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed with 


as 


DATED this 4th day of December, 2009. 

Peter Robert BonEnfant, Estate Trustee 
Estate of Richard Earl Croop 
RO. Box 239,241 Ridge Road 
Ridgeway, Ontario LOS 1N0 
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-firths 


(^Announcements 

(^^mouncemenls/greelings 


" WARREN“ 

Big brother Cadden would like to announce 
the quick and wonderful arrival of his 
baby sister 

KENDAL ELSIE 

born on November 24,2009 to Jay and 
Lara Warren. Proud grandparents for the 
fourth time are Ralph and Annette Lutley 
and finally a granddaughter for Elaine 
Christie and Gary and Nancy Warren. An¬ 
other great-grandchild for Chuck and Do¬ 
rothy Allen and Meda Warren. Special 
thanks to the delivery nurses at Welland 
County Hospital and Dr. Chaudhry. 


^irthday greetings 



Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year 

In loving memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Eber 
There is not a day goes by 
I don’t think of you 
You are in my heart in my 
thoughts every day. 

If my tears could fill a stainvay to Heaven 
I could bring you home. 

Never forgotten. 

Love you very much, Mary & Charies Eber 
from Mary Ann Eber 





memoriam 


in loving memory ot our son i A 
Stephen who passed away v m 
December 23,2000. 

Sweet memories will linger forever, 
Time cannot change them, it’s true; 
Years that may come cannot sever 
Our loving remembrance of you. 
Ever to be lovingly remembered in our 
thoughts and hearts, Mom and Dad. 


Special In Memoriams 


In loving memory of 

DONALD EDSON WILSON 

who passed away July 17,2009. 

It’s the time of year to reflect and give 
thanks. We would like to again extend 
our sincere “thanks" to our family, 
friends and the professionals who gave 
us strength during such a difficult time. 

Don will be with us always. 

Bev Wilson and family. 


JEAN M. MORNINGSTAR 

Loving Memories at Christmas... 
Your gentle face and patient smile 
With sadness we recall, 

Your had a kindly word for each 
And died beloved by all. 

The voice is mute and stilled the heart 


iuu is uiv uesi sun diiu iiiviiu —.—-a-—-■■-- -- . . -’ 

anvone could ask for are pleased to announce the Ah, bitter was the trial to part 


'yi/h at Is The difference?- 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES is licenced to pro¬ 
vide the public with a more affordable option than the tradi¬ 
tional licenced "Funeral Home." 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES meets with the family 
to provide information for the death registration and assist with 
arranging memorial services and/or disposition of the ashes or 
burial of the casket. 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES provides proof of death 
certificates and the applications for Canadian Pension Death ben¬ 
efits and spouses allowance. 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES does 
embalming (embalming is not required by law). 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES provides full pre-ar¬ 
rangement and / or prepayment planning at no cost. 




Jerome J. O'Charchin, Funeral Director 

905-894-0120 

241 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 



(SJvnmJSXmie T 
Larry Williams 
722 Ridge Rd N • Ridgeway 

(905) 894-1161 

www.williamsfuneralhome.ca 


















































































































HO! NO! HOI 


- I / 



Call (905)346-3511 right now to make an appointment for your no-cost, 
no-obligation needs analysis and replacement estimate. The sooner you 

It’s true! I’ve just received word from the North Pole that I’ve officially call, the sooner I could give you the $500 rebate that you can use anyway 
been named one of Santa’s Helpers. you want as an early present from Santa. And here’s one more thing Santa 

asked me to do. 

With this special assignment comes the power for me to do something 

very special for you.... So, if your furnace and air conditioner are older, don’t let buying holiday 

gifts keep you from buying the system you need. 

From now until December 31st, I am going to give you a $500 cash re¬ 


bate on any new heating and air conditioning s ystem that you buy from 
me. * This is cash you can use to pay for holiday gifts, travel, or whatever 


Think about this. If your system is older-even if it’s still running you’re 
probably heating and cooling your home on borrowed time and paying more 
for utilities than you need to. 

But at this time of year, who really wants to think about anew furnace and 
air conditioner, right? 

That’s why I’m pleased Santa has asked for my help. In addition to the 
$500 cash-in-your-pocket rebate, here’s what else you could get: 


Buy before December 31 st and g et... 

$500 cash rebate to spend however you like. 

44 Up to $2,650 in additional rebates from the Provincial & Federal 
* ‘ Government, plus up to $1,350 for Home Renovation Tax Credit.** 

44 $0 down, 0% APR interest, 0 payments for 6 full months-you don’t 
V* pay a penny all winter.*** 

44 After 6 months, low weekly financing payments from $24 per week. 
VI (19.9% APR)*** 

44 Potentially lower heating and cooling costs from newer more 
V» energy- efficient equipment. 


n $0 down, 0% APR interest, 0 payments for 6 full months-you don’t 
pay a penny all winter.*** 

n After 6 months, low weekly financing payments from $24 per week. Why wait???? 
(19.9% APR).*** 


* heating and air conditioning system from us and choose to apply for 
government ecoEnergy rebates, we will schedule and pay for your 
initial ecoEnergy audit. ($300 value). 




if y o u’re con c erne d your f urnace won’t make it thro u gh the winte r a nd 
•H If you are one of the first 79 customers to purchase and install a new you’d like to reduce your utility bills, now is the time to act and get a $500 
' * heatina and air conditionina system from us and choose to aDDlv for raah rohato 


1 heating and air conditioning system from us and choose to apply for 
government ecoEnergy rebates, we will schedule and pay for your 
initial ecoEnergy audit. ($300 value).* 


Just call me Santa’s Helper and call me today at (905)346-3511. 



1980 Hwy. #20, Fonthill 

905-346-3511 



rMW & S9WSIP 

Towards Service Repair OR Precision Safety Tune-UP \ 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not valid on timed service options or after hours senric 
Cannot be combined with other offers. One coupon per customer. No cash value. Expires Jan. 15,2011 

“We’re Always On Time...Or You Don’t Pay A Dime”™ 



Do you have an old furnace? Go to www.mrfumacesonehour.com 
for your chance to win a new gas furnace or a furnace tune-up. 
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